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HISTORY
OF THE

" SANTA ROSA 4RMY ATR FIFID

Santa Rosa, California
1 April 1944 to 31 December 194L

Prepared during the period 1 January 1945 to 15
April; 1945 in compliance with AR 345-105, AAF-« . Zag~
Regulation 20-8, and Directives of the Fourth LB

Alir Force. . 2z

FORMER DESIGNATIOFS
Santa Rosa Army Airdrome
PRESENT ASSIGNLIENT
To Focurth Air Force
UNITS ASSIGN=D CR ATTACEED
L3Lth Army Air Forces Base Unit (CCTS-Ftr) (Assigned)
_etachment, 68th Army air Forces Base Unit (Weather Personnel)
Jetachment, 101st Army Airways Communications System Squadron

738th Army Alr Forces Band (Attached, 23 HMay 1944 to 30
November 1944)

g LAND, JR.,”
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
r-’1st:orical Offlcer.




mpiscory of the Santa Rosa Army Alr Field, 1 Apr 44 - 31 Dec 4

test card the lastructor can transtix alrspeed, manifold
pressure Jauge and tgckometer.l

Zach operations section has instailed control mock-up
poards whicn consist of propeller control, throttls, mixture
and fuel selectors. This nas been a great help to the flying
Instructors durlngzg their operating instruction lectures.2

For aerlal gunnery missions flown from the field, six
ranzes, all located anear the mouth of Russlan River at Bodega
Head, are avallable for use.3 One of these ranges, designated
as £-3, 1s ufilizad for overcast firing. Dive and skip
oomping missions are accomplismed at eitner the Tubbs Island
cr Drakes Bay range.é, sround gunnery aad alve-pombing mission
are accomplished at tne Tubpbs Islana rangeé. A4 grounda strafing

ranse 1s located at Bodeza Eead.

Base Opsrations

Capt. Wilbur S. Hattendorf has performed .ths Cuties of
2ase Operaticns' Officer during the entirs period covered by
this installment of the nistcry. Assisting Captain hattendorf
in the supervision of the section were 1lst Lt. Carl T.Huneycutt
from 1 April to 20 October 1944, and 2nd Lt. iioodert P. Zoberson

from 20 October to 31 Decembsr 1944.

G 1. Interview with Japt. Judson Hallock, Supv. of Flylng Tngj.,
3 by Hist., C., SissF on 17 Jan. 1945. :

<., Ibid.

5. Ibia.

4. Lpid.

2. Ibia.

6. Historical ieport from 3ass Operations uificer for pericd

1 Apr. 1944 - 30 dov. 1944.
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;:?thor;? vf the Santa Rosa srmy Air Field., 1 Jzn

et Havy Fighter wags found just escutheszszt of Ukisk,

In the crask near Pillsbu'" on 23 Harch, which reeunitad in *hs desihs
¢ (eptain Armstrong and Lieutenant James Wocléridgs, Civilisn Air Pairel

'i’:'{ficars, the Base Rescue Personnel received excellent ccoperaticn and
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Fusistance from the Sheriff at Laksport, the Forestiry Service, th
¢ ” _

: fe Department, and several other civilians. The assistance szd coecoz

< i{on rendered by the civilians in rsackirg anéd recoverizg tﬁ&%perscmel in=
- wived in the crash was greatly aporecisteda
- GUNNERY

Gunnery Section is responsible fer the cecordimetion, sisndzrdization,

2.

and irprovement of gu.nnery treinicg for 211 iraines nilots ir {raizizg 23

"lm?':k

fants Rose Army Alr Flelde To accomplish its purpoee tae cectioxn kes in-

£F e

'asted several new 1deas during the firgi tereo =onths o

‘ ”ﬂgsww'wq}f

(1} Flight instructors havs beer sert io Alr Force Guurery Schools 23
often as possitls;

(2) Coordiratior between gunnery officers of each Saeciics kas baexn
accomplished by weekly meetings for discussioz sxd soluticn of
pressing protleme, expreecsion of newr idess, and cozsideration
and adoption of recommerndations.

(3) Two dive bomb targets were comsiructzd 2% Tubbs Igisnd Gurmsry
Range to facilitate accurate scorizg of dive DC"DI“@O

{4} A Sight=Burst Panel was erected 2% Rcdegza Head o aid ir Azzesse
ment of Gun Camera film.
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(5) Visits to other installetions fer ousezrvation of msthkeids amd
practice.

(8) Provision of a copy of 7434 Gunnery AzS Bembing Guide? for sackh
treinee ip training tc be studied iz copjunction with Ground

School Classes.
(7) A new system of marking targets to elimirmste the confusioxz iz
determining the owrnership of aerizl itargets afiter they wers 4-op-
red.
(8) An Stendard Operating Procedure for Gunrery Traiminz Aids.
(9) Operatioral contrcl over Guarery Trel
Gunnery Officer.
(10) A Chart recording the hits in per sezt 1in &
(11) A new columz orn the film Assessment Chart

~ Report of Base Operations to Hist.O. » SRALR, Mer 43,
& Ibig,
. Report of Dir. of Cperatiomns for Gunmsrs to His:.0, oa%,TeboMar,i543,
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t0 eliminate keeping of magazines in ¢
In Jasuary 1945, Sergsant Weish ©f the Bzsefight Armonent Section de-

i epé installed an ammuritiorn booster, .50 cale. set—up, for thse P-a8

.y;e gircraft. Tested under many conditicns and found o zive excellez

;.

zm:LCe for the two top guns, this ammuziticr booster atiracted the atiers

1

gitoz of Fourth Air Force,
3

During February, the class of trainees progressed rapiily in gumrerys
Qly in the month they reached an average of thiriyr to thirig.five fiying

Swrs in the P~38, This gave the Gunnery Section 1is sigmsl to icsgd ths

Xguis and determine the ability of tae tralinees with actual firinz.
_ ;e_ gager to begin firing and there were good reporis on their iaitiel woXi.
per cent of the trainees were fourd not yeb reedy for firing an

:,.; rere given sdditioral camera work until they reached the standaric seb By
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Yhe zeciior. At the end of Februsry, the trairees bad fiow
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i¥zyzand gun cemera m* sqions. They had fired 163,675 rouxds

szzy and 34,494 rounds of ground gunnery; and they had drepped 1,8

)
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xzhe end 1,757 skip bombs,

- $xbinz Rarnge, including sizteen runired tonz ¢f szui placaed zreuxnd

ort of Director of Operationms for Gurnery *e Hist. C,, Jan 1848,
« February 1343,
bid - Fedbruary 19435. -
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yterv of the Santa Ross Army Air Field, 1 Jan 45 - 752 Mar 45

By the end of March the trainess had completed approximeislr throe-

fewias of thelr gunnery snd bombing trelnlaz. The rscord follows:

Rounds Expended Asrial Cunnery . 251031,
Per Cent Hits Aerial Gunuery 8,7 %
Rounds Xxpended Ground Gunnery 787382,

Per Cent Hits Ground Gunnery 14,82 &
Bombs Expendad Dive Boambing 15860.

Per Cent Hits Dive RBoabing : C 473 9%
Bombs Expendad Skip Bomding 2485%:
Fer Cant Zits Skip Bomding , 54.2 ¢

CHEMICAL WARTARE

The ever presant possibility of the uas ¢f chemicals in Ths war asas
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tapt the Chemical Warfere Section f{uncticaing 2% Szzta R
z Jemiery, the section conductad the first two weeks of the Greand Training
Frogran in the Post Theatre, accomplishing 4780 man-hours of $trzining in

7t
9

heaizal Agents, First Ald for Gas Cgsualtiiss, Css Masic Drill Demomsiraticn

" with the 1izht weight gas mask, Incendiary and Smoke Dszonstration, and Ree

viex, At the completion of the itraizning examinetlion wass givea io 950 ex~
2
3isted men.

Or 23 January 1945, Second Lisutenani Chgles J. Pabdi

-

‘the Base Chemical Section as Assistent Bese Chemical 0fficer, beipz trazge
: 3

forred from Aray Air Base, Paine Field, Washington.

Report of Director of Operations for Gunnery %o Eistorisal Officer,
u&r&n 1945, .

Report of Base Chemical Officer to Histo
S. 0. No. 18, Par. 6, Bq SRAAF, &td 23 Jan 43,
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Zight enlistsd men of the section took on-ths-jct $rairning in Chezical

iirplane Smoke Tank £illing operetions praparatory for work in spray micssios i)
“%3 Yo flown by traines pilots with airplane smoke tanie, M-10 filled wiik
73 or CXB.

Sergeant Richard ¥. Wolfram, chemical warfare technician, joined ths
) -

sction from Army Alr Base, Tonapah, Nevada, on Z0 Jamuary 1945,
o <

During Februaery, the section trainsd nine enlisted men « thres froz

-980h equadron - a8 gas non-commisaioned officers, each man ccupleting the G

N

ferty~-four hour course and each beirng detalled ss Gas Non-Jommissioned

Dfficers of their respective szgquadrens in accordazce with Arpy Alr Forca
_ 2 :
Bagulation 50=25,. b

¥ajor Thomas F. Pierce, Chemical Tarfare Service, Assisten: Chemical I
‘$ificer from Headquarters Fourth Air Force, inspected the scctier in Febru~ z
ar7 and reported everything in satisfactcry condition. ‘ -
L

In March the Base Chemical 0ffice wes zoved from the CGeneral Surply Lo

0ffice into a separate office in Building T-722.

Sway Braces, in preparation for Chemical Spray Opsrations, were attach- T

ed to the P=38 aircraft in Blue Section and Chsmiczl Spray =issisns staried

o0 13 Mareh 1945. During ¥arch, traizes pilots sompleied thoir four houxr £
: &

fround Training in Offensive Chemicel Warfars. o

The gas chamter ezcercigse required by Fourth Alr Force Uamerarira 50=2
5
vas glven to 1276 personnel in Xarch,

[ VT TN

’:. Report of Base Chnamical Officer to Historisel Officar, 31 Jan 43,
2 I‘gi-i ~ February 1945, N
ve . . . e
o ibg ~ March 1945,
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