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FOREHORD 

Leonard Haitman is San Bernardino County's historian of 

the early Army forts of the Mojave Desert. In this Quarterly of 

the San Bernardino County ~!useum Association, he writes about four 

of the forts which were established during the 1860's to protect 

the travelers over the Old Government Road and the Mojave River 

Trail. Immigrant wagon trains, freight wagons, and stage coaches 

often met with attacks from roving bands of desert Indians. The 

marauding Indians were usually referred to as Paiutes, but they may 

have not only been the Southern Paiutes of Nevada and Eastern Cali­

fornia, but alsa at times the Owens Valley Paiutes, the Death Valley 

Shoshoni, and even a few Hohave from the Colorado River area. Few 

in number, the Horse Soldiers assigned to the ~1oj ave Desert Forts 

i~ere called upon to endure hardships Hhich severely taxed their 

endurance. 11any more stories of the Army Forts of the Hojave Desert 

are yet to be told, because redoubts or temporary forts were also 

established at Bitter Spring, Paiute Spring, and the Mojave Sink at 

a location knovffi as Hancock Redoubt. 

Leonard Waitman's scholarly history of Camp Cady Has 

originally published in March 1954 in the Quarterly of the Historical 

Society of So~thern California, and appreciation is expressed to the 

Society for permission t o include this history as a part of Horse 

Soldier Forts of the r'.lojav'e Desert. 

Gerald A. Smith 
Director 
San Bernardino County Museum 





CAMP HOCK SPRINGS 

Camp R ok Springs was one of the series of desert fort s 

erected during the 1860 l s when the Indians of the Mojave asserted 

thei~ defianoe of he whl.te mar'J s right ~o rule the barren waste 

lands. 

"At Bo~k Sp.rings ,he IndiaLs Iound water and advan­
tageous plaoes 1n which to lie 1n wait9 t he veritabl e 
forest of g anite peaks and huge . oak buttresses providi ng 
ample 0,e1. So t..roub esome were these natives tha t on 
March 28~ 1860 , a fort was established here 0 ake the 
pla e of the rc~~ barricade which had been built for the 
prote.... tion of agon. par 16B and sold ' ers who usually 
camped here$ Al . that remains of ~he old fort are traces 
0f stone ~arracks~ the mess hall ~ and offlcers i quarters."1 

The army records revea very little of the early years of 

he fort ') :: estab.1 hmen .· hewe e1.' 1 t5 exi stenc.e and use was men­

tioned from. :; lme to ~. m3~ lea ~1r..g t:he 1mpression that it was estab~ 

lished 9 abandoned~ end _eestabllshed from time to time dependi ng on 

its needs. In De~emCerD 1866~ he records indicate the fort~s 

compan S +·" . ng h a ' E. k Sp ;'.,11gS .. Evlden ly for some reason the 

for., was aba.."1dcned st _ ,7 af er f r we find it being rees t abli s h ed 

once again in 186, . 

"Camp CaG.Y 9 California 
..Tanua.z:y .. ~ 1867 

Sirs 
I h;7e !"JOo hol",c . 0 hel'ew1 ·h transmi t C p y of orders 

No. 20 A~suml g Ccmmand of this POB and ~cpy of orders 
No. 55 d~~C'e ... ';.1.D.g L.!.eu~ • ..T e Lo Ja 'k "::c: es abllsh Hook 



I hav _ adcpted the plar of issuing subsistence 
and r",_age f' hLs cst ,0 Lhe ommand at Rock Spr i ngs 
in order tc the Garrison a that post a s free as 
poss ble c eoad .. 

~ s w Lieu G Char es Hoba rt 
Command ng Post 1 

f ~he abc e da e .. 8 ... or- e?::.,~ 'vhe found"ng of t he army r e-

doubt a the Sp "ngs "c~n .A.des w' th -;he initial ga r1sonin g of t h e 

.' so 

Spr1ngs s Cal w1th ~opy of lnstructions and to make t he 
follow_ng eport,. ' J 0 ~ 

I am a~ presen sending an escor of a n OD- commis­
sioned cf~lcer and two men w1~h t he tage t o Rock Springs 
and ha e vhe es~cit sen~ from ha post to Har dyvilles 

I am now engaged in bul1d~ng s~ables an a corral for 
he ho ses and as scon as ~hey are ?ompleted wi 1 patrol 

"he road betwean this post and Rock Springs " 0 • • 

Old Gove"":'nm. e ReilO. byr.a Cal fC'rn"a "'"'c:"un-eers 

Evlder:. "c '-' . 'he gar:..son ar::d the umplement o f 

troops varied j, h 't1e a. '"1 1ty taklr~g pace n he desert; the 

larges ,or c n. 

s mallest Dum1- er ) ns s~ g l f !"' 'oe mer: 1 fl. 9. non~"·omm~ ssion ed 

officer i:':" ha..:g 

The :... g a::' p ' a be:r,~rui +he b'1..i.!.ld_r.g of st:..;h 1 or~ s as 

Rock Springs" S da Lake,) Marl Sp:'ings ax:d "'Piu e Sp :'ngs was t 

ha e ea~h fcrt cr p:'a ,ed aoou . "or y-miles di stance fr m 

eaoh other n o~der ~ 

I~d1an ambusIss an ln~UIing , e~~1ng OU~ horse~ asho The 

1 ( Wash1ng~.CI'cfi m: HlS , 0 .. Y f Camp Cady,! 
C" g Nati nal Ar ...1-· _es) 9 no pagina 



latter was almost as troublesome g if no t more so, t han t he former 

as army records bear outo djust~ents in t he escort duti es had to 

be made from time 0 ime 0 allow horses to rest. 

II have the honor to report t hat one by one my 
horses are d1sabled~ When nere were four horses at 
Bock Springs 9 I escorted from here to there & kept my 
horses soundo No he escor~ brings in nearly ever y tri p 
a horse ru1ned s and I cannot f1x the responsibili t y a s t he 
horses are changed t wice eve~y tripo 

I have the honor to request that the detail at Piute 
Elll may escort to Rock Sp ings and that I may do he duty 

om here 0 Ro ck Sp lngso 96 mlles o 

I address this to you as I think immediate orders ar e 
necessary and I learn that Colo Price 1s absent if when i t 
reaches his Headquar ers he has returned) r have the 
honor to request h m to give me orders without f orwa rd i ng 
this letter ~ 

Unless forbidden I shall withdraw t he hor ses at 
Marl Sp ines as I find that when I send a hors e clear 
through 0 ,Plute Elil he returns 1n be "ter conditi on t han 
now be ause he same man uses hLm a 1 the time and every 
man knows 'hat sure puni,shment awai t s h1m~ while I have 

ommand!) for every avo dable injury 0 h i,s ho s e .. 

am Major Very Respect f ully , 
Your Obto Servrnt 9 
1"10 Eyre!! Jro ft 

Desp1 e he · onesome ~ha a Jer of desert dutYg 1 was far 

from safe.. The my as Fread out perilous y thin in the years 

after the C vi Waro G 1S0ns migh consis of as few a s t hr ee 

or four men. r wounded g med1 al. help was oeldom less than a 

day 8s journeVe The e as supposed to be a surgeon at Fort Mojave, 

but an injured man at Rook Springs or one of the smaller d e s ert 

redoub s might lay fox days be~ore a vehi cle c 1uld be obtained t o 
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ak e hi m a Camp Cady or Mojave o I f he survived under the circum~ 

stanc e s 9 he was pr obably just "t oo tough to di e .. " If , however~ the 

man di d di e, there was a cave near the redoubt t hat was referred to 

as he morgue~ I t is claimed hat t he bodi es were stored here 

pr or to shi pment to Fort Mo j av eo 

wic e a week t he UQ S o Malls came thr ough ei t her by stage 

or express ridero Their army escort s duri ng normal t i mes con­

sisted of t wo men o However 1 if r oubl e was expected~ more escorts 

wer e usually provldedo 

Overland travel ers comi ng into Cal ifornia seemed to hav e 

been harmed less t han were the mai l carri e so The Indians hab1.t­

ual l y l evied tribute i n t h e f orm of f ood on these travelers; often 

a t gun or a r w poin I n the cas e of the mai l carriers~ they0 

wer e rdered 0 figh back D which they did .. 

Th e 10 of the soldier wa s not a happy one 9 being lo cated 

so far away from civllizatlono He tr ed to keep the I ndi ans 

peaceful i n er to minimize war f are.. This did not help mili~ 

tary - ciVilian e1.ationso The r anchers and the miners \) bei ng of 

one mind g believed only complete extermi nat i on of their r ed br oth­

ers would cure their problems6 To be sure i thelndi ans from time 

to t1me di d prove a threat t o life and 11mb g as i ndi ca t ed by army 

recordso In rder '0 quell any gr eat desert upri sing v t he caval r y 

often had to patrol the I mmi gr a ion trails t o ke ep them clear of 

maraudi ng I nd1ans.. The follow1ng communi que must have thrown "the 

fear of God " i nt o even t he brave men. i n bl ueo 
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'Mr~ Taylor, an 1ntelligent miner l 1vin g a t Rock 
Springs , says that some t wo weeks sinc e while pr ospecting 
about hlrtym11es south of that plac e he saw 300 or 400 
Indians in a valley containin g but fif een or twent y 
Indian lodges This would go far to strengthen t he bel i ef 
very geceral y entertained tha t the e i s a p r etty s trong 
par.y 0 Owens HiveI Indians down in that nei ghborhood. 
Many persons professing !'c be Indian wi SE: argue ho sti le 
intentions from he fact that the Indians do not show 

hemselves while t hey are known to abound in that neighbor­
hood. 

Very Respectfully 
Jo Ives Fitch 
Cape Faurth Inf • C.ol• Vol. Comd. "l 

Plagued by heat} dust q saddle S01'eS 9 the I ndians, and all 

other elemen slife genere.lly scourges one with" t he soldier of t h e 

desert returned to camp only 0 have h s morale lowered by the poor 

grub~ lack of comfo ~S 2 and the ever present army r out ine, Hard 

tack~ and je ked beef with beans for the most part, made up the 

diet of he camps~ Be ause of all hese factors and t h e always 

pres sing feeling of 801a ·10n ll many a soldier d ecided to desert .. 

Correspondence be ..ween Camp Cady, Hock Spr ing s p Camp Drum, Pi ute 

Springs, Soda Lake i and later Marl Springs v all att est to the fr e­

quent desertlons~ The fo.loWing repo~ts suggest it was not a ways 

wise to hS've 00 many horses or supplies on hand o 

"Ed Ql"S ~ il Post Camp Cadys Ca l . 
Sept ., )0" 6 

D um 
1st Lt ~ John 
Comdg at amp RO Jk Springs 

Lieu Jo 
You w1ll immedia e y upon rec eipt of thi s send 

three men to Soda who wi 1 rema1n as Garrison report1 ng 
t o Lan e Corporal Henry. I send h s day t o Soda Lake 

lIbido 
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a eam wit h rat ons for the s e thre e men of yours ~ You 
will send these men i mmediately mount i ng them or send • your post eam as you think b e s te 

The ou tpos a t Soda Lake canno ~ be abandonede Corp~ 
Snyder and Bixby have both des ert ed taking two of my best 
ho rs es" Th ey hS1Te gone to (Pahtanagat ?) wi th some teams ~ 
I have no horses & no men to pursue I am de tai ling two 
men per day for guard as I have but fou r mena e "0 

I am v e ry respectfully 
Yo Obto Servant 
Manuel Eyre, J:r ~ 
st Lieut o 	 14t h l nf . n

Commanding Post 1 

"Hd ~ Qrs" 	 Po s t Camp Cady~ Cal if. 
Oct.. 1 ~ 1867 

A" A" ,Genl Dis U Colorado 
I have the honor 0 report that on Septo 13 pvt e . 

Clark Bixby Co K 4th Inf Deserted fro m outpos t a t Soda 
Lake eking with him one of, if not the bests hors e I had 
& load1ng h1m 1th provisions & barley leaving th e r e­
ma1nder of he de~al ~n ra her a destitute ~ondltiono 

After I had sent mo e rations the Corporal in charge 
took one of the bes of h s horses and did lik ewi se Sept . 
28 ·h eaving the wo men who remained with not ev en a 
cartridge" They 0 ,h ook the Salt Lake Ro ad" I had 
neither men no . horses to pursue~ 

r am i.nformed tha the former was cap tured a t Las 
Vegas 9 hough sc he report goes~ the garrison t here 
afforded him e'Ve::-y chance aga1 to escapeo 

I have some hope~ hat he horses of the lat t er may 
.brow him & 'me ba"'ko I have ¥1+- en to Co 0" at Las 

Vegas to keep a ....ookout" .. ","0 

On e humorous n ldent on~erning desertion that army r ec­

ords r "'veal is t eA~,se of two soldiers who ll having t aken hors es 

and r ati ons 9 pursuaded he corporal sent af er them to joi n them 
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i n their venturee By and large howeve~ the men in blue did not 

find desertion a thin g 0 chuokle about~ It often meant that those 

lef a t camp had to s t and do ubl e duty in order to carry out their 

ass i gned a sk so 

Wh i l e r ecords would seem to point out that the army was 

having t roubl e wi t hi n i t s own r anks, it should be remembered that 

mos t ree-ord s indi ca e only probl ems rather than those things con­

cer ni ng t h e a verage man 0 who 9 despite t h e hardships, did his job. 

This was the case of the desert hor s e s oldi er who withstood hard­

s hips in order to carry out his or derse To t his t ype individual, 

he wayfarer of t h e des er p the r ancher , miner , freighters, and 

the mail carri er s owe a great d eal, for they wrote a richly de­

served plece of' his,tory f or their c.ountry~ 

During a si ngle year in t he :t860 ws! more than 2000 wagons 

crossed he Mojave wastelands~ To them, the presence of American 

soldiers guarding he r outes meant safet y and someone to turn to 

i n time of crisis ~ To be a ble t o rest near an army camp and re­

plenish he r water supplies or r ations was of indispensable 

value ~ So hat s off t o our nameless GoI. horse soldiers of the 

desert; we owe t hem much o 

7 




Blbl ogr aphy 

10 Government Road , 

2.. 	 Mic of ilm: Hi stor y of Camp Cady.1 1865-18710 National Arch! ves 0 

Washington~ Do C ~ 

Wa of t he Hebe i ony Offi"'ial. Record s 0'" .he Un on a nd Con­
feder ate Armi eSe Series li Vol L, Part I I , Correspondence, 
e cO $l Operations on t he Pac1f ic Coas v July l Q '862 - une 3 1~ 

86.5 (Serial No" l 06), Wash1. ngt on: Government Pres s , 1897 .. 

Ruins of redoubt at Marl Springs. 



FORT MARL SPRI NGS 


In the 18 6Q~s a hal f dozen forts, o r r edoubts9 were built 

a cro s s the Mojave Desert area 0 p rot ect t h e early lmmigran~s and 

h e mail route c oming into t he s t ate v i a t he Ol d Government Road. 

In he ~n1tial garri soning of hes e fo r ts 9 t h e Cal i fornia Volun~ 

teers s et up amp Cady~ Soda Lake , Rock Springs and possibly "The 

Caves " 1n Af t on Canyon II thoug h 1 t s doubtful if ::he Afton Canyon 

location was ev er more than an emergency plac e o f refuge. Later g 

when h e r egular a r my ook over gua r d ing the ov er land route~ a 

little stockade wa s buil t at Marl Springs a nd a stone bastion at 

Plu t e Spri ngs ., 

Typical of ; hese 81 tes was a stockad e of~a-sort, a corral, 

and a sourc e of wa ero Marl Spri ngs 9 t he fo rt in question, was of 

hls t ype and was estab:lshed a t the f oot of Kelso Peak. The site 

i s almost a s isolated t oday a s it was a hundr ed years agos It is 

l ocat ed midway in the vast triangle created by highways 66 and 99 

and is a bou t ten m"les due nor h of the v ery s mal l haml et of KelSOe 

In. 1867lJ Marl Sprin gs was ordered bull in or der to shorten 

~ he l o ng mail jaunt s from Fort Mo j a v e 0 Camp Cady or Wilmingtono 

Colonel Price ordered the c a mp sites es a bl shed approximately 

fort y miles apa rt; hence t he build i ng of Marl Spri ngs 9 Soda Lake~ 

and Fort Rock Springs o 

The s tockade, or f or I a t Marl Springs was bull" by a de­

ai l of s oldier s wh o f elled 1mber in Cedar Canyon~ east of Kelso 

and t ransport ed it to the little oasis in a wagon. The soldiers 



who erected t he ou post were part of a garrison of t he 14th Infant ry 

s t a t ioned at Camp Rock Spr ngs~ 

Orders for ~he erection of th e post a t Marl Springs were 

issu ed October 2 186? bY:8 Lt o Manuel Eyre~ Jr., who was at the 

time commanding officer a Camp Cadyo Lt o Eyre forwa rded the in­

s t ructions to st Lto John Drum, a lso of the 14th Infantry ~ who 

c ommanded a de .aJhmen of the regiment at Camp Rock Spri ngs 0 

The c ommanding officer of Camp Cady issued the f oll owing 

inst ruc ions to L n Drum' 

UYou wil p o ..eed with a orporal and six men and 
your post team 0 erect bul d1ngs at Marl Springso Yo u will 
k now bes where a obtai n logs but I suggest s tart ing f r om 
Rock Sp ... 1ngs ear:y in the mornlng~ cutting a l oad a t Cedar 
Canyon and reauh Marl Springs by n1ghto First Sgt o Loui s 
Wes 1s deemed amp y competen 0 take charge ~ und er yo ur 
spec fic ivstru t10 s~ of ei~he place You oan visit 
ei her as yeu deem bes I wi1 send Sergeant Jo hnson wh en 0 

Lieu enan S evenson passes here ~\ as he will t ak e Sgt o Wes t 
wi t h him c Mo 'a'7eo 

"Cu. 9 feet deep oz- longer as is most ccn~ 
ve en <> ren'h wo feet deep i'or·he who e bound­
ary 0 yo a: About eery 20 feet s i nk a pol e a f oot 
deepe~ 1n ~er~h and ay oss pol es from one end t o 
the other f. -e a S 3 X feet f' am .he ground" You can 
t han aka U v gs or olea 0 set them .~, n -'he trenoh 9 and 
g1. e one urn. ound each w h a piece of rope~ When you 
oome to you.:' opeos end. 9 fill in y ur "ran h as ar a s you 
ha~e gone and un 1e the rope" You oan re 1 e with rawhide 
a+ UT e au 6 0 W· h two man I have bui t be ween 20 a nd 
50 y ds a day~ T am r~s minute g no doubt_ng your a bi l­
i y bu. a _ t e expar enoe often ex}: edltes he simplest 
ma te .s .. 

'ThIee men wi 1 be suffl o1en to work at Marl Sprlngso 
The o+hers can go w1 h he team after wood~ or al l can go 
after wood as~ after you have the logs he orrsl can be 
but t 1n two dayso 

The corra 111 be s s Uare. each slde 24 fee t 1n 
lengtho A each of he oppoal e corners wll be built 
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a stone house 12 .eet squa.r e and six feet or more feet 
high o 'I-he largest spri ng will be betwe en t;he buildings 
and the moun a in 

DAs soon a s t he corral 1 s bu i l ~ inform me. I pro­
pose t h e 0 plac e a s ergeant and eight men at the post, 
and have y: u urge on the erection of houses . When t hey 
ar e ~ omp:Le-ed Camp Rock Springs w_" 1 be a ba ndoned . You 
Will norm me what facil1 ies ther e are for obtaining 
f ... re wood and how ong it. will be nec essary t o have a

1team at the out post for tha pur pos e . 0 0 G 

I am Lieut ~ Ver y respectfully etc. 

Manuel Eyre Jr . 

1st Lieut . 14th Infantry 

Co md ' g Pastil 


Reper s a Cady from des ert outposts such a s Marl Springs, 

Rock Sp:lngs and Soda Lake seem t o indicate t hat deser t i ons were 

frequent and rec ap ures seldom Cady~ becaus e o f its size and 

ability 0 pu~sue such p~artices9 s eems to have had much less such 
I 

actions on the part 0 ·he men under i s command e 

Re ~ r ds seem to indicate t ha t area command of the outposts 

c hanged (.ands .... requen lyo Rock Springs a nd ,Pi ut e Springs were at 

dlf f e en times during t hei.r use under c om.mand of the Upper Color­

ado Dis rl~t (F Mo a v e ) and t he Co mmand of Wllmi ngtun (Drum ) , 

Orders were also ~ sued v.a Prescowt ~ Ar1zona 9 howev er , no direct 

ti e in t his case seems e~iden ~ 

Evidently t t .e outposts were over supplied a nd s t ocked to 

provide for any passing way are s or troops J- hat happened to be 

passing by A hange 0:- horses and mules was a lso kept for the 

mal l escort~" 



It should not be ass umed t hat these posts had supplies in 

abundance at times however.. Furt her s earch of records prove that 

l a ter on even t h e few men at t h e outpost s were in dire need at 

ti me s " 

Beef cat"t;le were usual l y dr i v en to Camp Cady via the Cajon 

Pa sso From Cady , a few were dr~ven t o Ro ck Springs ~ Marl Springs, 

and Soda Lak6 0 More often the ~attle could not s t and t he t~ip and 

had 0 be killed and jerked~ Wh en hey d i d make i t , they were thin 

a nd hardly worth the ki_llng. 

The sick f am the outposts were t aken t o Cady or Fort 

Mojave _. depending on the degree of sickness and the direction in 

which the transporta-ion seemed t o be heading . 

Even when he camps we:re ordered to be a bandoned they were 

never completely sOo A few men were always assigned de t a ched ser­

vice to operate as an outpost for emergenci e so Camp Hock Springs 

was originally to be abandoned as soon a s camps coul d be built at 

Marl Sprlngsand Soda Lake Q 

The so d' ers unlu "ky enough to be stationed a t these out­

post s , wh e aimes dying of boredom at t imes, had a chance to 

prove their wcr~ ~ TWloe a week the Uo S o mails c ame t hr ough, 

onc e weekly by stage bound for Fort Moja e and other Ari zona 

points, ar.d once pony express type 9 a rider eading a pack hor se. 

P1ute I ndians ambushed bo~h stages and ma il riders f r equently. On 

t wo occa sions t hey attacked the 11ttle Marl Spri ng stook ade. At 

t h e time cf one of ,hese attacks p there were only t hree soldiers 

cons 1t ut1ng t he gar 1.80 0 but 'they held off +:h e a t t ack all ni ght 

unt il aid came the following morningo 
4 



To ;!':'~ e traveler in a host:'l€; country, these littl e out­

ost s ~ a.~ s mall as tbey were, must :'1ave been a welcome si ght. In 

_ue scheme of early Cali f ornia history these small unsung fort s 

played their part 9 f or wi thout them li fe would have undoubtedly 

been much more dangerous and less hospitable to the immigrants. 

Marl Sprlngs,Soda Lake 9 Rock Springs, Piute Springs and 

finally Camp Cady were bandoned one by one after 1868, until fi­

nally the last vesti ges of the horsemen of our Mo j ave Desert dis­

ppear "'l with the s elling of t. he prope r t i.es a t Cady in 187_. 



SODA LAKE REDOUBT 

During he late 185C's, immigrant rai n s crossing the 

Mojave Desert we~e frequently and wanto ru y a t tacked by rov1 ng 

bands of I ndians 0 In order to protect; thi s r egion and aid these 

~aravans , Major J ames A. Carleton, with a d etachme~t of eighty 1st 

dragoons from Fort Te j on~ was sent to this areao Several battles 

wer e fought between these soldiers ~d marauding Indians~ 

Due t t he length of time required in quelling these desert 

Indians~ 1 was necessary to build a few semi-perman ent forts, or 

redoubts, in the deser n order to c a rry out th e t a sk. Redoubts 

were buil t at Bitter Springs and t he Mojave Sink ; the latter known 

as IlHanco~k Redout "", 

'R ferring to these r edoubts 9 "The Los Angeles News, 
July 141) 1860 _, ''Major Carl eton said t hese strong redoubts 
on the 1 ne of emigra ion~ (which w 11 be of essential 
se ~~~e ~n .he futureo Eac h redo ub i s capabl e of accom­
modating a large company with their animals and wagons, 
thus affo=dlng protection ~o those traveli ng t he road. 
They are a.:. of course!) in the i mmediat e vicinity of 
Spr~ r .gs hi h were opened up and reservoirs constructed 
~apable o~ on a_ning a large s upply of watero At Camp 
Cady a redoubt was bui_t and thlrty~six miles dlstant~ 
a Soda Spr-lngs J anothe!' Hancock Redoubt ~ Both are en 
the rna l:.!. road doW!: the 1'10 jave; another at Bl t er Springs 1 
01'). t;he Sa-.. to Lake Road about fifty miles fro m Camp Cady ~ '" 

The need for a ~edoub at Soda Lake lias evident; Ar my 

r ec ord s r epea "edly desor1.be the lndian encounters that t ook place 

i n t his region.. 

I'Being loea ed near a large playa known as Soda Lake, 
t he s~nk of he Mo jave River i hostile nati ves made their 

l Los Angeles ~ July 14, 18 60~ 



temporary homes. The spot was pa rt i cularly sui t ed to 
ambush and plunder -, a wide fl a t wh eI e large me squite 
trees g~ew in profusion and offer ed cover f r om which the 
movement of a wagon tra in mi ght be obs erved. "1 

In order t o ake over t he a r ea , it was nec essary for Lieu­

enant Carr and a patrol t o scourge the seo or of Ind ians ; killing 

thre e and tah~ng a squaw prisoner. Thus p t he v er y openi ng phase of 

its estab11Shment was a lettlng of bl ood, and so it remained for 

s ome t1me only 0 be in errupted by t he withdrawal of the regul a r s 

for duty 1n the east in t he C1 i1 War~ 

As par~ of a governmen plan to pla ce fort s forty mi les 

apart along the Government Road~ : n order to protect t hat road, 

Hancock Bedoub _ f o merly "Scda Lake, ' was established in honor of 

a j uni o' a rmy officer from California who ros e to become a major 

general and a cand~date f or president. 

By now he number of troops in servic e was limit ed and 

hei r u ies mo e nume ous ~han they had been prior to t h e Civil 

Waro A steady nflu of ~ mm:grants was mov1ng i nto t he sta t e via 

t he Old GoJe nmenw and Mormon Roads . Added to th1s wa s an i ncrease 

1n freighting~ m_n1ng~ and ma'l service, a s well a s s poradi c 1n­

dian ra1ds~ The impo ~anoe of Hancock's reestabli shment was 

easily dlsvern ble~ 

Forced to d yeoman's t ask and double dutY9 the sol diers 

of the deser found it ha d ,,0 endure the hardships f orced upon 

1History of the Old Government Road the Mo j aYe Desert 
o the Colorado R v er a Sar Bernardino; s tate Emergency Relief 

Admi ni s trationg 19390 Guide Tour 10 
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hem o Thus » from time to time , like all des ert outposts~ records 

s peak of freq uent desertions ; in f ac t j Soda Lake fs enti r e det ach­

ment de s er oed en. mass e on one occas i on$ 

Evidently he desert dut y wa s jus t a s har d on the animals 

as it was on "the men who r ode t hemo Record s are replete wi th In­

stan es of damage to horses and mule s~ I n order to see that each 

animal was well cared for and not a bused , the f ol l owing orders were 

issu.ed by Lieu Eyre Commander of Camp Cady , wi t h a copy sent to 

ea c h outpos " 

"August 14/ 1867 
Orders ;2 

I o Fursuant to orders fro m District Headquarters 
the Co mmanding Officer Coo K 14th I nf . wil l detail a 
non-~ommiss1ened officer and 3 men tc be reli eved monthly, 
as a guard p~ Soda Lake" The Quarterma s t er wi l l send two 
ho ses for that station for r elay to mail escor t with 
forage sufficien t to supply the escort a s her e in after 
directed. These horses will be f ed p gr oomed, et c o by the 
Guard" 

II. The escort l eavi ng here every Wednesday and 
Sa urday mcrn1.ngs wi 1 carry with them 6 l bs. of barley 
each" With each horse will be f urni s hed 20 f ee t of rope o 

Upen he_ alr1val at t he Caves they will i mmedi ately un­
saddle and unbridle and allow t heir horses t o coo l offo 
Then they i_water and f eed them. At Soda Lake the non­
commissioned off cer will give t hem fresh hors es already 
we 1 fed and s ix pounds of barley each et At Marl Springs 
they wi ...l ac" as at the Caves " The s ame i ns t r u t i ons will 
aDPly to t~e re~urn trip. The non commis s ioned offi c er at 
Soda Lake wi 1 :earn from the driver of the buggy ma 1 if 
he proposes a make a dry camp at point of the mountains. 
In t his case he will be expected to carry a s mu h water 
for the es art as his own horses and eight pounds of bar­
ley eac h will be given - four to be f ed a t point of the 
mountains and four a " Marl Springso 

I I I., The es ...ort will r emain With t h e mai l all the 
time. It has been reported t h a:· s ome men ride ahead a 
mi l e and then res"" 0 Dr:p behind a mile and t hen race to 
catch up_ Themail caravan will be f ur n i s hed each time 
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wi.,h t he name of his escort and he i s earnestly requested 
t o report any neglec to thi s or der " 

I Vo The non-commiss ioned of f icer a t Soda Lake wi ll 
inspect all horses upon t heir arri val and will report to 
thi s Headquarters any abus e of t he animals giving the 
name of he rlder ~ nature of injury s etc . 

Ve A copy f th1. s order wi l l be f urnished to each 
rna 1 arr1er, to the non- commi ssion ed of fice r at Soda 
Lake and w1l1 be read t o the c ompany a t t hi s post. Let 
ealh man ful y understand that he w1ll be compel~ed t o 
make good from his pay any damage t o the hor ses . 1 

The grinding duty of escort and the isola t ion of the desert 

was of ten broken by Ind!an a tiona in which the sol dier s of Soda 

Lake fo und hemselves embroiled o The P ute guerrilla warfare 

r ea c hed its climax in an a ta k on an outgoing s t age bet ween Camp 

Cady and Soda Lake. This attack lasted over an hour and resulted 

in the dea h of Dr. Sha'" a U. Ss Army surgeon" The mul e of the• 
escorting dragoon 'Was also ki led. The stage drlver~ Sam Button, 

in order tolgh en the oad on the stage, cut off all of the bag­

gage whil e he and the army escort returned the Indians' fire. The 

stage final y made s way to safety at t he l1ttle fo r t at Soda 

Lake where Dr .. Shaw summoned strength enough to writ e a few let ters 

before dylng~ The Indians withdrew after having been unsuccessful 

1n -heir eff'or s 0 overtake the srageo Agaln~ th e Ind i ans seemed 

to be open y defyng he ~h1nly-staffed forts of the desert, f or 

recor ds speak of repes ed in;1dents of daring on thei r part. 

"On Novo 2 the Guardlan reported Plute I ndians infest-ing 
the r oad between Soda Lake and Rock Springs e " 



The Indians! da;ys of consti tutlng a threat were numbered 

howeverQ The constant influx of white men into the desert area 

and the strengt h of hei r many guns proved a deterrent even to the 

s tronge s t of the Ind1.ans and peace soon reigned supreme 1n the 

desert wastelandso 

As pea c e seemed s ecured . the staunch little forts were 

abandoned one by one un 11 t he l as t of the limen in blue" were goneo 

The fi nal sal e of al army properties came in March, 1871, when 

Camp Cady~ t he las t of ' he de ser t f or ts was turned over to Mr. Cant­

well and Mro Wint ers stockmen on the Mo j ave River~ Lt. Halloran 

of t he 12th Infantry supervi sed the selling of propertYe Cady 

1 se~f was disposed of in General Order .30 , as of July 5, 1884, 

when Presiden Arthur declared i t no longer useful as an army camp. 

Thus it was t hat the r ich heritage of our desert outposts 

came t o an end ~ Sinc e t hat t i me the white man ~ with his obsession 

for hun~ing and aided by t ime and weather , did what the Indians of 

t he de ser ~ ould never accomplish; t hat is, the complete ravaging 

of the fort sites b All that 1s left of our staunc h l ! ttle Fort at 

Soda Lake is the approximate locat i on i denti f i ed by a mound of 

rocks o The des ert flood of 1938 also aided i n the ruination of 

Soda Lake o 
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THE HISTORY OF CAMP CADY 

By Leonar d Waitman 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF A DESERT WATER HOLE 

Ma ny years before the Fort y=Nlners began t r aversing the trails 

leading to Cal1forn1a~ hunt er s" trappers~ and Franci scan Fat hers had 

been well aware of themo I n most lnstanc e s~ howev er s their knowledge 

was 11!l11ted ·0 what a re now considered branches of main routeso Nev­

ertheless 9 t:hese regions were opened long before the gold- s eekers 

sought overland trails to t he gold f i elds of Californi ao 

In t he dese....t and mountain areas ~ early rai l-blazers found 

i · vitally neces sary to become well a cquai nt ed with the locat i ons of 

the all-too~few wa,er-holes .. Especially was thi s t rue of t ravellers 

crossing the Mo j ave Desert route so In addlt io n~ "t was advantageous 

for them a cultivate the friends hi p of the desert Indians~ thus in­

suring their own survival across he barr en wases~ 

On e of the most i mportant water-holes wa s s i t uated outside 

·he present e: 1, .y 0 Yermo and n r t h of t he town of Newberry on what 

is known as Sml hO a Ranc ho Th1s particular campi ng s it e was stra­

eglcally placed because t was c ent ally loca ed with referenc e to 

r.he other water=holes doting t he desert o Here~ befor e cont inuing 

i nt o t he desert wastela nds 8 the early travel lers could water thei r 

stock ~ feed t hem on the near-by grass, and rest in t he shade of the 

many willows and oottonwoods o 

The topography of t he Yermo a rea i s typical of that exl st= 

ir.g tr..roughout. t;he Grea t Mojave Basj, n o The regio n 1s marked by 



broad level stretches of sand and gravel from whi c h i rregular bar­

ren ridges and hil s rise abruptly~ On t he whole ) it receive s scant 

rainfall; t he sparse vegetat1 0n cons is t s of cactus 9 yuc ca ~ and 

bunch grass 

As a camp ' ng s1 .e t owes 1 s exis tence to ..··he fact t hat it 

lies in that part of the ojave rlver~bed where the water s e eps up 

thro ugh the low sandy e Iain~ 

Long be ore he coming of the white man~ th1 s camp sit e with 

its wate~-hole was used b roving dese lndlans~ Here t hey rest ed~ 

feasted~ and often remal ad or se~7eral days before moving ono The 

Ind i ans freauenting the s.te were commonly Pl ut es fro m Arizona and 

Mojaves from the Co orado reg10no Petroglyphs and pictographs 

throughou ~he deoer w a ea a_e mute t est.mony to the long occupation 
• 

of this a ea - y . n lans.. Af+-on Canyonl) a few miles east of Yermo ~ 

contains a wea.th 01 the e _n eres ing plctu es , 

The ~ rs; w~._ e man k.own to ha e entered this reg i on was 

the Franci s can Fray F an.J sco Garc~s~ who came 0 Ameri ca f r om Spain 

in 1768 and spen +hs res of h~s life in he attempt to convert to 

Christ a l.ty the ndl s cf the sou hwest o 

After hav ng spen· some Ime among the Indians on the lower 

IColorado and Gi:a H ve.S Ga es 'ourneyed no thward from Yuma t o 

vi s i t the "Yama abs~: lit known as the Mohave Ind ans o1 

On ~ .7?6 0 ao ompanied by several Mohaves and 
one of h' s n erpre ers~ Garoes set out from the Mohave 
viI ages wes ward across the deser to go the San Gabr1 el 
Ml.ss10nll nea '~Ie presen. 1ty of Los Angeles o By follow­
ing the a marks me ~ Gned 1n his diary ,,) it seems prob­
ably thae he wer by way of P!u~e Springo ooo He co nt ln~ 
ued westwa d ll P obably a.ross he BOU h end of Soda Lake ~ 
until he reacled ~an a royo f saltlsh water" which he 
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called SlArroyo de -.os Martlreso" This wa s the l ower end of 
the Mohave Rlver which was then seen f or the f i r st time byp 

a whi e man~ He continu ed up the river n early to i t s head 
and crossed the San Bernardino mountains on March 22~2 

Although approximat ely forty- t hr ee years elapsed between the 

visi t of Garc~s and the next ecorded use of vhe s it e by a whit e man, 

it a ppears likely that in the interim many a t r aveler camped near 

thi s water-ho e , which may be conveni en t l y called 	the Yermo water­

hol ea 

Abou~ 1800 the Ind.ans of the desert area~ for some unknown 

reason~ be arne very host~ e toward the Mexicans i n t he Mojave terri ­

tory o In 819 he Mexican governor in Cali fo rni a 	 di spat ched an ex­
; 

p edition under he leade sh p of Gabriel Moraga ~ one of the many 

famous, ear y California explorers, to qu ell t he upris ingso J 

While in th~ process of que~llng the Mojave Indian revolt, 
,

Moraga used as his base of operati ons t h e wa t e r ho 	 e and camp grounds 

i n questlono During his stay at t he springs h i s 	 , haplaln~ Father 

4Nuez 9 narned 1 San Jcaquin y stao Ana de Anga yaba o 

In 1826 t;he f rs known American to cros s t he Mo jav e Desert, 

usi ng s ubstan·ia:ly the same routes a s thos e taken pr eviously by 
, 	 .

Father Garces 9 was ,Jeded ... ah S o Sml h o 

Smi th ,) 1 h a party of 15 men~ left Gr eat Sal t Lake 
on August 22, 826 to explore ' he c ountry s outhwest of 
the ~ ace N probably to determ ne the f easi bili t y of ex­
tending he ,.ur ... ade of hi. s company nto t ha t r egion. 
He tra'lre:ed almost. due sout h but a li t tle t o t he west, 
until he reached Virgin Blver ~ which h e f ol lowed to the 
Colorado R1vero He proceeded down the Col or ado t o the 
v illages of he Mohave rndians~ who~ he s tat e s ~ ca lled 
themse.... ves "Ammuchabas. " After obtaining supp l i e s and 
the ser ices of IUd. an guides he trave ad f or 15 days 
acros~ the dese t ~o the eoast o He proba bly f ollowed 
the samecroute that Garces had taken to the San Ga briel 
Misslono.,l 
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",Teded1ah Smith as soon followed by' another Ameri oan group 

of trappers .. 

In 1829 another party of trappers <) head ed by Ca p t" 
Erving oung and in31ud1ng Kl~ Carson who later crossed 

he dese~t W4+ F=emon~" travel ed from Santa Fe~ No Mex ~ ~ 
to he C'c crad er near the Moh e y 1 ages and thence 
to San Gabl'1 e- M:. 6s10r. ,) procably by ua...- of the Mohave

6River 

From :829 0 8 4~ at which ime he well-known Captain 

Fr~mont crossed the dese,~ r e e were pI'obaL y many explorers and 
n 

trappers Fr~mon. speak- of an annual aravan 

to Santa F /e pa.::;:;s1ng th... s 

Fremort ,J S ];'8 t ~ had spel..t a year !.n expl rati o n in 
Oregon and nc lrern Ca:' fo:. a and on. ~hei:r homeward journey 
had ~a'~eled he vi. m.ty of he present c .ty of Sac­
ramento outy ::..r San Joaquin Va -eyo On. April !~D 1844 ~ 
the pal'"~ , ~ he !I'ountal.!'s into ~he dese_t g probably at 
Teha - hapl P .:9 gh"'o c.r.W 0 Can:; en,; They moved 
sout-hward 'a' g of he ~an Gab_ e' , Moun-:ains until 
they s rU. , 1:. 6. a d e ·w -'"I" cf C'a~on Pass ~ which 
was k;own as ... 

" 0 

e Span:..sh 'r 

Upon ea'hrg i:e F~·'emon me·' ed. r o~ hwes, on 

taki g ad' an ge 0 ~ he ~~l ' -kn h.a 'amp .g s_ te- 0 

1 ~he g_ea~ cb·e o~ a sea-~~--' he 
.. " ~ We t:, e ~(W ~are ' -J.- c. take t...he o.d 

nan:. :'. g o~ '~r c ar'..nua:. "8.,' a Fe ,..a1 aar B 9 wh_.'! h 
lU.. 'k / · - had ~C~ made he:. ~ea_ y assageo A 
d_n o'e c sa!'Jd ho ses a. d m''.: es wo'.lld en1:,i ""e: 
ha e ~wep. S e!:+ gas at he wate..... L g pIa ea., ­

F ~mont ... e '.o£o. e" ; 

rJ'Il e ai - ,-- -ewed ,,+- -: a-'eng t.he _i ver" wh .c h!on t.he 
oou... se 0: ·~h'? I!. - . ng ElJ.. -:.. ....e- y d~ sapJ:eared ", We :.ont · nu.ed 
a_ong .... :r e d_ y l' ed. [ em] ·W'h. hf, at er an 1r. erval of about 
16 m':" s? :.ha Voc;, . e r ea1-P5a... ed in some lew p1a.;es 9 ell 
t imbe!'ec'\l Ii_~l': en o:Jd and 1J. 0' ~!e e was anothe of 

r.e customa ... -:.am. 1 ....g g'" oundse C 

fhis was appLc~ mate~y s'x eer m les ea8~ of ~he presen 

11Barstcw in the ~ i ... inity cf Yp .me and he famed wat er-hole 



/A few years af er Fremont ~ came t he men for whom t he trail 

was named--the Mormons o 

In 846 a t oop of the s e men enl i s ted to aid the United 
states against Mex1co~ forming what was known as the Mermon 
battalion~ marohed from Sa nt a Fe to Cali fornia by way of 
Yumao When this battalion was disbanded i n 1847, about 25 
members of it proceeded from s outhern California to Salt 

12Lake City across the Mohave Desert o 0 0 0 

This hardy band of ex-servicemen wa s und er ~he leadership of 

Captain Jefferson Hunt<l hO i one year la ter 9 wa s c hosen as the wagon 

leader for the firs large immigrant party t o pass over t his same 

road and again use the same camping s1.te s and water-holes~ 

In 1849 he [Cap ain Hunt] led the wis er members of t,he 
great immigran party _nto the safety of t he San Berna r dino 
Val ey via this camp slte and the Cajon Pass , whereas the 
dlssen ing members ~ who thought t hey coul d p1 ck a better 
and sho ter route on t heir own hooki became involved in 
trag c dlf" l!;u ies in the Death Valley Areao These groups 
pro~ ded us wi~h he thrl ling storles of the Jay Hawkers 
and Benne · r. A oane.parties whos e hards hip gav e the valley 
its slni.ster name o ~.j 

The diseo ery of gold 1n California great l y In'~reased the 

us e of he desert rails across the Mojave and at he same time 

caused the India s great ooncerno Increaslngly~ the records tell of 

I ndi a n raiding pa.tlas in the sections s u_ rounding t he main watering 

holes and especially near the camp sit e locat ed near Yermoo 

In 185 ana her party of Mormons traveling from Salt Lake 

acros s the Mae desert ~ounded a colony a t San Bernardino& There­

aft er ~ t ravel along he Sal Lake rail became more frequent o Mail 

was carried between Sal Lake Clty and sou thern California at regu­

ar intervals-~weather and Ind1.ans permlt tlngo 
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In "ewof he ce al ocat1on and stra eglc importance of 

the watering p a e BS... ha 1a er became Yermo~ the Mor mons r:-egan 

to use 1 e en 1,ve y as a point of depart'\. re in t heir mail-c arrying 

act!vi _ es h ,. h, lnaugu=s ed b Capta n Jeffe son Bunt 1n 185 ~ c n­

inued hrea faars 

In he ear . 8 ... 7S e peop_e of CQ if roia ere de~anQlng 

a ra1 road .. T ab ar' S.l e "'ade . a::' gove:-nme to S6 !i 

Lieutenant H.. ~o Wi- 1 amson g under orders of he Wa' Departmen ,~ to 

s udy he pee 1 ons ' u· ·1ng a sc:uthe n 1"a road rou e on-­

net.;; .ing .he &-'r.e Pa, ... f c.. 0 .. ana At sr e.xplc:.= 

ing ae ral pas e be ee~ S n Toaqul~ an, e deser ~ 

Will amson t he ski ' ed e or her slope of he San Gabriel Range 

o the xv dl 10 ·.er pro~eeded do 

+-he r~ ,er h .s. Lak road 6.bou fi '~e 

miles 	no.' h 0 

, e ~e a ~ as for ne ~os 

p c~ mo"'e c any aa 

ho ,g , n s 

Fraqueu· s ~ uted ese an (I <be:. ' t &11 1 'w~he 

Mojave ~eg~o "'0 pos5'b~e ~ oad -0 V~S 0 q u he. Ca:~~orniafl 

but no act.u ons ru .... or"'h .om ng a rhs . Mme .. In view 

ook of llpon ~hem-o h s!" mary mpar 99 and 11 d' 
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s elves to attempt to expedit e transportatlon o 

I n t he early s~ xt1 es a number of stock ranchers settled 
along the Mohave R1vere I n 1861 a ferry was established 
aoross the Colorado R1ver a t Fort Mohave, Arize (now Mohave 
City ~ a bou 15 m1les north of Needles t whi oh had been es­
tablished be ween southern Califor n i a and Arizona, whioh 
carried much frelgh to mines 1n Arlzonao There was doubt­
less some mining 1n he Mohave Des er t in the early sixties, 
but there is practically no record of t o l ? 

of hese ao""lvi ties stirred t he Indians ·t o aotion.. During 

t he late f f les and six ies~ the India ns of the desert became more 

a ggressive and many renegade groups began attacki ng the overl and cara­

vans carrying freight and settlers lnno Sou hern Calif orniae Although 

thi s d1d not stop surveying exped1t10ns or c ommerce between Californ~a, 

utah1J and Arizona, it d d cause great concern.. To sati sfy the lnhab­

itant s of Callfornia~ the United States Government ordered the estab­

llshment o~ a fo t 0 redoubt at the camp site near Yermo, as well as 

at t her camping sltes a ong the ma1n trails crossing the deserte 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF OLD CAMP CADY 

D 1ng the la e 1850! s and the early 1860 v s the Indians of 

the Mojave r egion not OnLY attacked imm grants and the1r wagons g but 

d i srupted the mal route~ wh'ch was v1tal t o sol d1er a nd c i vilian 

alike 1n Sou hern California and. Northern lzona These depreda­

t10na lnthe desert area brought fo rth cries f or tro pSj redoubts9 

and fort s to rotect the overland travellers o Thos e objecting to 

such outrages ere pr1ncipally merchants and traders in Los Angeles 

who had bull up a lucrative trade with the people of Southern Utah 

and Arlzonao To keep he road olear of mar a ud i ng I ndians was of 

ut most i mportancee 
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In answe o the ns stent demands of t hese bus iness groups ~ 

General C arke, Commarder of the Pacific Mili tary Divi s i on 9 or dered 

a series of redoub~s and fo s built in he desert o 

To 1mpl men these orde s~ Ma ~ or a Ie on wit h eighty men 

from Company K of ,he Fi s Dragoons was d1spa. ... hed from For t Te jbn 

in he spring of:860 0 estab sh a for ' near "Forks of the Road." 

In honor of ColQnel A"'berma Ie Cady~ who commanded ~he district of 

Oregon 1n 861 and 1862 J the s ,ronghold was named Camp CadYe This 

eamp was manned to ""h ee mon: hSn 

Ma .;c~ Ca:rle on - so bull redoub s a Soda Springs and at 

Bit er Sp 1rgs~ he ~o-me~ known as Han 0 k Redoubto 

The ) a ... er wo redoub .,s were set up merely as overnight 

camps 0 Camp Cady was ounn d as a ~emporary fa ~ to be used un+11 
• 

the I ndians had ee qu~.e ad.. e - l~tle norma on on the first 

post is alal1ab~e~ 

A mem er of +-.he Uo So Boundary Commission 1n a 1e ter 
da~ed from a camp wo m -es belcw Fo ... t Mohs ell app earing in 
the Dai y AJ. a Ga... 1 orn a\1 Ma 49 1B61 9 salds "Ther e s a 
small f + a .\"Ie 51 }t C"f tr.e 1'1 ha e and another t hirty f ve 
roi as ace kr.own as Cam}: Cad .. p ei her of' hem. are ga r1­
soned.. The a e ho h I,;ons rue',ed of Illud and wi" ow brush 
and a ha'f do~e eso'ute men could hold hem against a 1 of 
+-he 1 lans omr.ned ~nhabl lng the Great Amerioan De sert~ 

am ol.d hev were ui t ,0 afford she .. er to small paI'­
t- es of h1 ... es ., r el. ng .hrough~he ountry who were 
app ehe s1 e 0 India hos 1 les~ bu ~ 1 would seem to me 

ha,. a par y 0 Ind!.a s med!. oj- a . ng an a ack would have the 
saga':L,y ;0 OO¢ll~ ~ he tert in advar.ce .. "19 

The irs . post a~ Cady was .. very mposingo The quarter s 

t hen occupi d ere mise ab e ado e hU,S9 half underground and de­

tached, eil1 g very disag:r ea ~e\1 each mess havi g ~o draw their 

rations and cook fOI' hemse 'e s ~ The irs main bu1lding~) presumed 
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to be the basic f ort st ucture~ 	 was "a square adobe fo r t with a ditch 
21 around i t a bou·· 40 fee squa r e . " 

From here ~ the roops und er Carl eton scoured the desert, 

throwi ng such fear 1 0 the I ndians that t hey were only too glad to 

sue f or peace.. Short y after t he defeat of the Indians the post was 

or der ed abandoned and the troops of Company K, 1s t Dragoons p set out 

from Camp adY9 July 3 1860 for Fort Tej on& 

Although regular troops were wi thdrawn® the camp site was 

stil l used y he m!li ary as a stopover poi nt when conveying sup­

pl l es ...o 0 Mohave; reoords frequently mention he camp. This 

was aspe 1ally no loeabl.e during January and February of 1862, when 

here we e severe floods throughout California~ The roads around 

Cady were 1n I mpassap_,e oondition.. Many who later wrot e about this 

ooun y men ion Jhe floods of t hat year ~ 22 

The abandonment of Camp Cady by Fed er al troops was not per­

manent~ or 1 was a s ra egio site n ear the j unotion of two main 

rout es 8 one f am A zona ? over which the mail pa s sed; and the Salt 

Lake Hoad D over wh c h much valuab e commerce and freight travelled. 

he M ave Des er ~ by it s very nat ure g continued to 
be a dangerous region for travel ers~ Roving bands of un~ 
sutdued nat1 .es ranged across i t s wi de fastness 9 barter1ng 
wi ~hribes hat ived n ear t he coa s and s t ealing live­9 

stock from wagon trains that far ed westward& 2J 

Onc e a gain ms_ohan s of Los Angel es became i r ate and de­

manded that troops reoccupy the abandone pos t on a permanent basis. 

Thi s situat ion crea ted new problems t o be consldered 9 since the 

CivIl Wa r was j us beginning.. If 1 was 1mperat i~ e that Federal 

t roops be wi. hdr awn from the west for service 1n the east, it was 
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equ ally as important hat o ther t r o op s b e suppli ed in p ac e of these 

tra ined r e gulars 0 

The 3 7th Con gress in vi ew o f the s ituation , passed the Vol­

unt eer Employmen t Ac ~ ,July 18610 Accordi ng t o t h i s a c t ~ the men 

were ot to be in service o -er t hr e e y e ars or l es s than six months 

a nd were t o be t eated a s r egulars i n t he Ar my o f the United 

24sta es~ 

Fort Yuma on the Colorado ha d b een a l ert ed early in April, 

1861 p and the ma~ route switched from the s o uthe r n r out e t o the 

centra l r outeo l'1eh flo·...ked 0 join the Vol unteers and oyer one ­

t e n h of t he eligi ble men of h e s t at e o f Cali fo r n i a enlisted o25 

Th i s g r o up, along with +ohose of o t her we s t e r n s tates~ became known 

as the Army of he PacifiC o 

Becaus e of t he drain of the Civ1l War on t he man power sta­ .. 
l on ed in the west g he army f u nd 1 vir ual y impo Bs bl e to com­

p ly with t he demands by the popu lace f or troops t o p r o t e c t the 

desert area and reo~cup the a bandoned ou t post s on a permanent basls~ 

In answer 0 Go Dowreyu the mayor o f Los Angeles ~ who reques t edT O 

aid r, he army Us ~ep~y as a curt ~ bu~ p olite negativeo 

I eadquarters Depar ~ ment of the Pacific 9 


San F~arci sco 9 Calo gJuly 28 v 1862 


Hon o J o Uo Downey~ 


Los Ang e es 9 CaL 3 • 

Dear Si rs Mr a M, Mor ....:lson has p resented 0 me the 

pe 1 ion si gned by Your Excellency and ma n y other r esiden ts 
of he coun y o. Los Ange:es g asking f o r th e e s t a bl i s hment 
o f a mi~ltary pos~ on the Colcrad o R_ver at or n e a r Fort 
Mo"ave o I n eed ot assure Yo u r Excel- en,y t ha t I f eel a 
d eep interest in th e prosp erity o f the hard y p i oneers who 
hav e done so mu~h to deve op the reso urc e s of t he country~ 
a nd ~ hat it w 11 a ways affo d me p eas ure to a f fo r d t hem 
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all he pro ection i n my powero But at this moment I have 
no troops di spo sa ble f or t he establi shment of permru1ent 
pos t '"-' 0 'The various columns I now hav e i n the fi eld j and the 
Indi an wars actually bei ng waged ~ have l eft me with few 
t r oops t c meet a ny sudden emergency, and prudential consid­
erations demand t hat wha t f orce I have remaining should not 
be remov ed far from the ~ oas t o 

Wit h great res peo 9 your mos t obed i ent servant, 
Go Wri ght " 6 

Bri ga dier-General g Vo So Army, Commandingo n2 

Despl ·e the persla 'en demands of the inhabit.an t s, the army 

f ound it could rend er Ii tI e aid t o quiet the Indians for any length 

of t ime, al hough there were numerous exped i t1.ons into the desert 

r egion" 27 

I nne meantime , the und ercurrent s of t he Civi l War were 

rippling h e politlwal s urfac e of Callforniao The people of the 

s a t e were not in any general agreement conc erni ng the issues at 

•hand 0 The people of t he L OB Angel es a r ea wer e decidedly for the 

Blue 9 whereas settlers i n t he Mo av e region and San Bernardino in-

c~ed oward t he Gray, The Mormo ns especi ally were said to be 
28 sympa theti to he Sou ho 

contemporaneously with t he Civi l War 9 t he Indians of the 

desert k ep t. up sporadically 'heir warlike act i vi t i es ~J although pre-

cauti ou s wer e taken by the Volunteer s and regula r s t o check themo 

Camp Cady s e r v ed intermittently as an impor t ant camping place and 

wa s ga rri soned when ou trages occurred 1n the Mo jave regi on Q 

I n he y ear 864 the army f ound it n ec es sar y to send volun­

t eers i n 0 thi s region and Sp eoial Or der s No o 49 s t ate clearly for 

what reason s o 

o I n order 0 protect travel.! cl ear t h e road of 
t hi evlng ~ troublesome Indians fJ and compl ying wi t h directions 
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of ",he COmm.a.!:ldJ ng general ~I Capt 0 John Co> Cremony ~ s company 
(B) Seeo Ca.-ifer a Cavalry is hereby detailed to patr 1 
the Fo' No a e 2Qad be ween amp Cady on the Mojave Ri ver 
and Rock Spr Dg 'j 

n t.he fa ow' ng spr1ng (18651;) Capta1.n Eo Bal.e ~ company 
D, Na ....e Cs.:... fa ni9, "s:alry pa .rol ed the de sert route from 
Lane ft C~os81ng on the Mcwa . e &1 er (no Oro Gr ande) to Soda 
Lakeo When ~aF a1 F ede i k Munday arr1~ed with h s c ompany 
K1, ourth lnfar: ~ y \ ... he_ e '!:tS a 0 a_. f one hWldred twenty 
~en s thJs deser pOS Q 

Wi 1 am So K!dde. the ~tig~ -cs parson" from Company 19 
Be~en h 'rfan y~ des~~ibes the Camp as he saw it en route 
to Fort Whl.pp e" T ell 86';0 "The quar-1:e s are made en 
tlrelY38f b,J.sh and are in ended for she~ er fro m t he s un 
only" " 

A ew mon":hs _9."';er he Cam);: Cad s e was v1si ed and de­

scribed bv ano~te 

ought us .. 0 C'amF Cady >I 16 mllesNovem.be 
rom 

a m~11"' ,a 
rn.anage 
ho e:' c:" 

.u~"'T dj~r. \' 

86 ~ b 
Cs es 
sandy 
f' a p:'a 

he e 

-

Canyon ( on Half a day f. s pull0 

ashes brought us 0 ~h1s God-for­
"';J the meanest I e-~er saw yet for 
I CS'f e e s and a hal.t.dfuJ of men 

-.e:x:p· a~eCl a in mud and brush 
e -pt~ Wes.... ·, L eu~" Foster and 

g a e cugh 0 see 8--0 anybody 
e...ge o . 

Despi+, e , ns '.8. :a .. _ ons and m.an power~ Camp 

Cady never ~e eSB p " a~ed 

during this .m.eo 

865 11 he _ocp 0 ,, ' py r.g Camp Cs y f ound 

themselves : n. a pre 	 t na":o:c ~ t: C. . ,he Indians of 

he deser~ shew g mQ e ..o.ur;.s;e \) hu.... e ,jen... es 0'" oss1bJ.. e Confed~· 

erat s 1 ~ es we e cbse . ed t ~oghcu 'te Mo a e 'eglon as we_l 

as in San Be_·na.r'd no 	 Th4 s " 'uat1on was be_om:'...ng se-_ous o 

H.EADQUAB: E.B.S DIsrnp'~ GT OF SOG HERN CAL FORNIA 'l 
D UlI!. .aax....a ks l Ca.l o'~ March 4 ~; 865 . 

Col ~ 	 &.. C D ,m!J 
As s Ad Geno 9 lid So Dap of he Pa~ f~C D0 	 0 
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San Franc1sc0 8 Cal : 

, 

SirJ I have the honor to repor tha t on t he 17th of Feb­
ruary I ~ro ceeded ~o Fort Mo ave Arlzo Ter8~ wi t h t he 
double purpose o~ inspecting tha post and of obt ain ng in­
formation .or the benef~t of he ma jor-general comma nding 
the causes and eX+e~r 0 Ind~anroubles of which t he s et­
t lers along he M a~e R~ver comp a_no The r eport of the 
i n spectioll a Fo_ +- MOJave i s l'ansmi'"ed by t hi s opportun­
ity 0 your headqua er.:.o Upon the rou+e I a s certained 
from on·ersatlon w 'h settlers and +r avel ers that Indi a ns, 
1n bands of a dozer -0 hir y~ on fa t and armed with f ire­
arms and cows and arrows, come down from he mountains on 
e~·heI side of re oad 9 s e~ sto~k rob houses j ay f orc ed 
tribute upon tra~ele SJ hreaten lives ~ and in one instance 
have murderedwo men iVing at t he Ca es" eight een miles 
ea.st of Camp Cad and bm."ned :,he house These bands haveQ 

been paI~icula -J eage•.0 supp_y hemsel es wit h fire-a rms 
and ammunl or. J and row ;'e-ry many imploved rifle s and shot­
guns and piS70-S a e 0 ed y them.. On ea h1ng For t MojaveY 

he o~f1.-'ers o~ he garrl.son and~... zens upon he river con­
e ~ed rhe a ateman above referr ed 0 The whole ext ent of 
the road f em he 'pper croasing of the Mojave River t o Rock 
Spr ngs wh hare fc......... y m_Ies west of For~ Naj a e ~ is in­
fes+ed t:y heseh ' e-¥:'ng Indians 9 rendering travel i ns ec ure 
and -Ieopacd1.,z ng _1 es 0 oe\ -I;lo.rs" I. ound l. t he unani ­
mous opi~on ha ~hese ~Qrmer _ange principally upon the 
Colorado Rive-:" se. en -f1 T e mi_es l:e:ow Fort Mojave ~ and 
ha . e cons _an+ ,:~ommun... a o:n and redly rela 10ns wi t h the 
numerous U. es 0 s _,~ .par . her _orth, Wh1~e at Fort Mojave 
I d r eo ed Lieu a De Wi:'t T1' us !.) Fou.,'th California InfantrY9 
wi h a~ ~eas y f~ e men 9 to proceed +0 Chlmehueva 
al~ey~ in·o m re 4~e hat ~ would be held r e sponsible 

for the ou ages upor wr es; ha the ~urderers of t he t wo 
wh!. e men a he Ca as mus be sur endered I and chat t wenr;y 
of he p_ n 1Fa:' men be ar es ed as aeour1 :.y for the 
fai h'~ p~~ Q_m ~e 0 those condit ons Copy of or ders 
above refer.:ed a is he ew1. tl: inc::"'osed ~;apta1n West' s 
compar~y (C') , FoU!"~h Ca.:.:!.forn...a Infar.. ry~ is encamped a· 
Camp C&Cl.V en ...·Oll. e ·0 Fort Moja e.> and I d1""ec ed t ha t 
seou s shou d be made whenever signs 0 Indians cou d be 
ound" A pary a wenty-f""'e men) under Lleute.z:.a.nt Fos t er, 

of ,o..ha; ~cmpan\i was on 'the t· a1 of a band hat had s tolen 
a horse .r am al.. em:.gran he prev ous ght 0 I have also 
direc ed Cap aln Bale~s company ( D v~ Na ive Cal fomia 
avalry~ to make i s ceadquarters a Camp Cady~ a nd t o fr e­

quen 'y pa rol he road <1n either dir e c iona Of t h1 s l a t ­
ter c.,cmpany +hi Y men are moun edIt he balanc e on f oot . 
I marched before yesterday from his posto The ac i on of 
the Ch1mehue as is arl1ke v and appearan es indi ca t e the 
necessity c p a~1ng a a ge~ or'e n ~he fi eld a t a n 
early day opera e aga~rs· hem JI, s~uadron of c avalry 
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will be very serv1 eableo The sett ers along the Mojave 
are ne ly a1.... sympa hizers with t he rebellion 

Very resp e otfully ~ your obed1ent servant g 

James Fo Cur~ls1 
Colonel ourth Cal1for 1s Infan .... Y9 ommandi ng D' s t lot o"J2 

"HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Drum Baxracks~ Ca1 0 9 April 16 ~ 1865 

Co 	 Ro C Drum!! 
Ass·~ Ad; Geno 9 Hdlrso Dep of he Paci! 090 	 0 

San Franc1 s co J Cal ~ i 
olonels To=day r have had the honor of elegr aphi ng 

you that we sho ' d require more troops here~ and oavalry 
immedlatelyo As to he ne.•essity'l I espec.... fully pres ent 
,he follo lng reason 8 In add1tion to service required of 

cavalry agains he bands of has 11e Indians rO'ving through 
he c unty of Sa.r= Be dino i) depreda ing upon t he Mojave 

road. and wi hi.I' a few m1 as of he coun y seat. informa ·l on 
of which has hexe oro e been communicated .... 0 the oommanding 
general g i i s probable tha the death of the Pr esi dent will 
has en he prepara ions of se esslonists wi t hin these lower 
counties. ho ha"e be~ o-gan1zed £o~ months ~o oppose the 
Governme of t"he Unl ,ed Sta'Ces by fo we " The Unior. peop e 
of San Be rardino ar.e sa sfied that an organiza' ion f 

eoesslonis s _5 preparing for a tion of some ki nds and t hey 
demand pro e. on; onseque ly I to~day dispa tched a for e 
of 120 mens und .o~d of Cap Munday~ Fourth Cal1for~a0 

I nf'anr ",0 61:"e we oppoa t·on and p . e ct; Unionl s s~ I 
bel eve twent 0 .he num.bers above mentioned w_ be Native 
Cavalry moun ed o 0 de.s from your headquarters have d~rected 
t ha Cap ain Wes Os )ompany (C ~ Fou th C -1fornia Infantry~ 
when re~ieved s · Fo t Moja e . should ake post a t Camp Cady 
for the p esen~ o I ha~e sent ou from here hirty day 9 s 
s ubs s ence for i Q 

Very _ esp ~ fuL y~ your obed~en servant 9 

J ames F eu' 1s .., 
Co onel FOUl:.h C fo~nla Infan 

0 

ry Commanding Di s ric JJ
" 
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"Drum Barracks j April 17, 18 65-~ 9 p omo 

Col " 	 Ho Co Drum ~ 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


An organ.:!.za ion of r ebels exi.st s in t his and San Ber­
nardino oount1es o The Union people of the latter have de­
manded military prot ec 1ono The Indian depr edations 1n San 
Bernardino can be stopped only' w1. th ca valryo 

James Fo Curt_ s 9 4 
Colonel of Volunteers o3 

Beoause of the ension created by t he Civ1l War and the ever-

possible threat of ndlan uprisings, the army had t o send a larger 

f orce 0 oCJuPY Camp Cadyo The Commissioner of Indian Affai rs had 

repor ed hat he govenment s .. ores were burned and three soldiers 

wo unded by he Indians in an attack on Ca mp Cady shortly beforeo 35 

Cap ain West Com any C" Fourth Infantry ~ assumed command 

of Camp Cadyo He was one of the more energe ie soul s in the army 

athl s t1.me\J for 1, t, was he who had. hi s troops build up Camp Cady" 

I t was repor ed hat he and hi s volunteer s buil t 
h ...r y ive sma! adobe houses f or which he r ec ei ved 

commends. on f om General lrv n McDowell in a special 
orde da ed Camp Cady January 11£1 1866~ J 6 

Onhapp_ljt .; _. , was only "hree months ater that t he fo rt was 

or dered a bandoned", Lt,) J o J o Marcher wi thdr ew hi s troops of Com­

pany Hg First; aliforll"'a Cava ry~ April 1~ 866 9 and returned to 

Dr um Barracks 9 Wilmlngtcn~ Cal1forn1ao Consternation sei zed Los 

Angel es The Los Angeles S ar for April 13 prin'· ed the follo wing 

editorial oommen oon~ ern1ng the armyOs deoisiono 

"The ~ourse pur sued by General McDowel l in removing 
troops from Camp Baldy and ot her pa in s between this city 
and For Moja e has had the effec of injuring business 
in this sec i on of ~he s tateG Just a the time the troops 
were removed he ndlans egan to show signs of hostili ty ~ 

15 

http:organ.:!.za


and 
'l'b e lmme s e 
Lake., Mc.u 
~_mpo . 
Mo e 
past 
grea· _ 
. at 1e 9 and she 
of' he S a e 

he 

o 

Camp 

er" 0 0 ~ 
o Salt. 

o.~ grea 

Ange':"es "r.a 

, s_... +'61 

e ed a sa -e"t'e 

ear 

ham.. 
h 
F 7e 

p eal 

"ngs s a1. ng e M ~ ' a-e 

ru. ve .. 

TLe ei'l __~_a.~9 

har a e a "'0 

The San Be :na:t ".no .. ~·u .6S o 

s 
! g di· 

r..a.d e:.n 

6 




•• 

uninhabited for over a month. and the Indians fired it in 
mer e want onnesss Three days be f ore , he troops en route 38 
for Fort Mojave v were encamped t here for a day and night & 

More Indian st ealingo g <> <> A horse belonging to Mro 
Meacham, living a t Fi sh Pond s t at i on on the Mojave, was 
s o~en by Indians last week. They came within 200 yards of 
the hous e arm two of hem were seen by Mr Q Mo On the follow­
i ng day a party was for'ID ed ~ who f ol lowed the trail about 15 
miles, when they dis covered the trail of about 30 Indians 0 

Finding these t oo strong f or t b~m the little party was com­
pelled to a bandon the pursuit o)~ 

Ano t her fi ght with he Indians 0 On the 24th ult.,• • 0 

the expres sman and t wo so ldi ers f rom Camp Cady to Hardyville 
were on heir route to Hardyv1ll e o They had a fight with 
sbou 20 Indians s upposed to be Pah U es o • They had0 0 

wa ered "heir animal s at Marl Springs, a bout 70 m1les from 
Camp Cady 9 when they had occa sion t o go t o a spring about 

00 yards beloWa • Attack by I ndians who fired . & • 0 0 

e~press party killed two Indians. 0 ~O 

Still another (Ind1.an Fi ght ). The expressman0 • 0 

with one soldier as an es cor t had another fight between 
Rock Springs and Pah Ute Springs about 100 miles from Camp 
Cady~ on the 28th ult o (The a rt icle continues~ saying that 
it was the same expressman and one of t he same soldiers who 
fo ught at Marl on t h e 24t h; that because of Indian troubles, 
t hey had made a dry camp between Rock Springs and ute 
Springs; their an1maJ s had been s t aked out: to gra ss when, 
af' er mldnight 9 they were aroused by the snort i ng of fright­
ened animals, he party r eached Camp Cady without further 
trouble )41 

Mail So • 0 The mails via Hardyvill.e are again coming0 

and golr~ regularly~ desp1te t he s eri ous I ndian troubles 
and the difficulty of s ecuring carriers o There has been 
litt le interruption" Mru Ball a r d 1s c ertaLnly trying to do 
weI and he assures us that Mro Ha rdy has ~ i n his absenpe 9 

made every exertion t o send t he mails tr~ough promptlY o ~2 

More Indlan Murderso Death of Dr .. Me Eo Shaw $ 0 0 Q 

UoSo Ao " 0 Attack by I ndia ns on outgo i ng stage on 18th,0 

Ins t o ~ whereby Dro No Eo Shaw , U. SoA o9 l ost his l ifeo • 0 

e C o 

The stage was traveling between the Cav es and Soda 
Lake when a band of Indians ~ abou 15 in number 9 jumped 
out of the brush and began firi ngo The attack lasted 
about an hour 
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Sam Button9 t he driver~ cut off the baggage to l i ghten 
his Load and hurried on with his wounded pas s enger o The 
anLmals soon gave outu The I ndians followed f or e1ght or 
ten miLes Dro Shaw was carried to the sta t i on whe r e he 
wr ot e a letter" He lived abou 12 hours o There was0 6 0 

a n escort of one man with the wagou o s mule was killed 
wit h the first fir e and he had to ake' efuge in the wago u o 

The next night he Indians surrounded the s t ation at 
Marl Springs held by hre e men; but f ortuna t ely some troops 
came up at day-11gh and t he Indians d ispersed o 

These Indians must have been he Pah Ut~~o Dro Shaw was t,o 
have relieved Dx o Patty at Fort Mojaveo ) 

More of he Indians 0 " We understand t he Indians who 0 

killed Dr o Shaw, last week~ an he Mojave R ad near t he 
Caves are still prowLing along the thoroughfare between t he 
miLl ary po ts of camp cady and Camp Rack Springso On the 
r eturn of the mail rider this week 9 h e saw e i ght Indians 
before him on the road, whom he watched until they bet ok 
themselves 1n 0 am bush9 when he turned and wen back to the 
station at Soda Lake o When ni gh s et in lle start ed agai n 

4and succeeded 1n making his de stinationo 

In Hardyville ~ e no thwest t erminus of the mail rout e on 

'he Co l o ado, the si t uation was despera t e o Nevertheless 9 troops 

we e not f orthcoming to the desert region~ and it remained fo r t he 

ro ps already s atlQned there to quell the hostLle tr1 beso 

While the roops were neve really able to subdue t he ma~ 

.auding r ed..mtm oomplete Y9 t hey did manage to keep the tribes qu.l.et 

o r a whileo 

Such waB the 81 ua 10n during he period Camp Cady wa s bei ng 

abandoned 0 
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THE BU I LDI NG OF NEW CAMP CADY 

Because t h e original site of Camp Cady had inadequate space 

fer drill grounds g General Oro, commandi ng general of the United 

States Army~ decided i n 1868 to a bando n it o The si te selec ted by 

the army for the new location of Cady lay one- half mi l e to the west 

of he old camp o "A short i em 1n the trl=weekly News (Los 

Angeles) :) Oct o 6 ~ 1868, mentions v New l"1i1 ' tary Camp Q" and the 

abandonment of the old sl t e o45 However ;) the ori gi na l camp was not 

completely abandoned~ · nasmuch as many of the buildi ngs cont i nued 

to be occupied a nd used by the army until both campa wer e sol d in 

'The new site was presumably s el ect ed in order to provide 

adequat e space for d ill grounds~ the old location being so situ~ 

ated as to l ack enough level space for such an a ccommodationo 

Con ernl ng the s1 e selected ~ h e h en acting army surgeon j 

Fo Ao Romatka~ whose hand ~ it 1s to be hoped~ wielded the scal pel 

with greater dex er y han 1 managed the peu9 wrot e ! 

Camp Cady having ordered to be rebuilt and a di f f erent 
location having been found preferable!) a s pot was sel ec t ed 
about half a m1le to the west of he place formerl y occu~ 
pied as a post 9 where a small redo uo was erect ed some 
ourteen years ago ~ as a defenoe to the hen spa r sely set­

t - ed so u.thern counties of Californl a~ a gainst t he Pl-Ute s 9 

Amargosas v and Mojave-Indians~ as we 1 as other trl be s~ 
ranging be<l;ween the Colorado and Sa n Bernardino mountains~ 
a nd since as a protection 0 the travel from Ut ah g the 
route lead1ng to Sal Lake branching off only a f ew mi l es 
west of thiso 

I t lays (slc"J 1.n 1a t 0 340 38 0 north and l ongo 1160 40 a 
west on the road from W11mington t o the nor t hern part of 
Arizona, being about 1.50 miles eas t of t he fo r mer place 
and very nearly equl-dlstant from +he t own of Hardyvi l l e 
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on he Co_orado e~o The a tuat10n of the post is at 
eas~e ~y end 0 one OI he val eya :hrough whi h runs he 
Me a e ive., in proxlm1 y 0 a ama-l range of low back 
basal ~c b' 3 at he foot and western side of which is 
ga~hered mu h 0 the sand d ven by Jhe prevailing wlndso 
T is val~e n . o~on with mos - o~ the region lying be~ 

ween he Co~c ado d "oa~t . ange 0 moun+a ns is an 
e evat ed p a', eau l) hay ng 8. genera- a ,! ude of about 
JOOO fee abo e he -e e of he sea and is abou , 60 
mi es long y ~de This pia n ar es lt Ie in aspe 9 

be_..l1g , ~e sand was e ~ 0 er wh eh a e soa tered 
h Is 0 hose nea~ .he po and n some par s he 
au fa e S 0 ed of a a f e s r.ea!-J impe lous to 
a,e ~ sha~ ake nus o. d darng a short t"me 

days~ saving beh1nd a hard bed 
'~ or e en the ire of loaded 

...mpresslon" Over he low al:'u­
, ' e posed a h te glisten ng 

~v most: sulpha e and arbona e9 
de,_mer·a~·o \ege al0 0 

rrhe assumjng such pelfect forms 
a d -esem -lng r.a ~_e tha+ t equires ar 

d spel t e llus ona S rang winds will 
tha a-, ~s ~ ed w, h sand 

a• e 0 see for more th~ a 
ard o 'er he ms.oner ows, e 

spau s Q-nd mme e bas1.ns 0 f e sand and dust 
car led 0 by a y and upward 8 bu at the 

I o he only arable -and 
he .~edja e i ln1ty c he 

onwood p mesqui es \I 
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some light disorders of the d i gesti ve organs may pr evail 
at times" ow1.ng to t he int ens e hea t and the want of 
proper diet o 

Fo Ao Romatka 
A46Ao Surgeon UoS oAa 

ecember 31 9 18680 

In J ne\) 1868 9 enli s t ed men were put t o wo:-k building the 

campa The last of 'he roops wer e mov ed i n duri ng the mont h of 

November o 

I n compar1son w1th t he "old camp" and i s crude dwellings 9 

the "new s1 e" appears 0 have been a decided i mpr ov emento Near l y 

all the masonry and roofi ng was finis hed in t he new s tructur es aud. 

a few of he walls even whltewashedo A vas t quant i t y of bui l ding 

material was hauled in by government teams for us e i n t he new 

bul dingsn 

The oamp stood ome )00 yards £rom t he norther n channel of 

the Mo j ave river on a plat eau thirty f eet abov e the l evel of t he 

stream'9 but lower than :he tablel and of t he valleyo When flnished 9 

_t occupied a space some 300 yard s around the parade grounds about 

which he bu ldings of he camp formed a parallelogramo 

The bui dings ormi g the paral el ogr am cons i sted of cne 

offlcerso but ding g one barracks 9 a mess house j a bake oven g a 

quar' ermas er and sUbsistenoe store g a guardhous e » numer ous cor ­

ralB ~ and a tempora y blaoksm th shopo 

Adobe brick g which was mad e on the spot~ s et t he archi ­

tectural pat ern 0 constructlono The out s i de walls wer e plas= 

t e ed and he inter or wal s were whl ewashed o Most of t he wood= 

work in he officers e quar ers was palnted o47 
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Some J5~OOO adobe brioks were used i n building the pos t 
as well as 32~OOO fee of l umber and JO~OOO s hakes for r oof­
ing& The rook founda ions were dug out f ur miles away and 
hauled by governmen teams to the spot where the solaSers 
buil · the structures under c mmand of Lt o J ohn Drum. 

All t he s rue ures were floored and he fflc ers s quart ers 

were el1ed o A double sIan i ng shing e roof capped eac h build i ngo 

The quarters occupied by the commanding officer face d al­

most direc ly east, being only 200 wes of the meridiano It mea~ 

s ured 35 fee by 18 feet wi h walls 10 f eet higho A hall di Vi ded 

the build1ng in 0 two par~so A small addi ional room 14 by 12 fee t 

was a ached to the nor,.hwest end of' the m.ain s ructur e o The 

struc ure as weI =11gh~ed by one large window and sev er al small 

ones o 

All he cooking was done i n a small house located i n the 

r ear of the qUaI.·ers oocup_ed by the commanding officer . 

The barracks a the pos \l oompr s ng a arge bu I di ng f r ont = 

ing dire +ly nor h s was 86 :x: 26 feet with walls 12 f ee hi gho 

There were f ur windows n fron and four in he rearo Thr ee 

doors in the fr n and one n ~he ear supplied the structure with 

ventl1atlono The bu_ldlng was used as a barracks by day and a s a 

dormi ory by n ght; ea h man was f1gured to rece1ve about 800 cubi c 

eet of a1 space whe in the quarters o 

The oom was warmed by two hea ng s oves g one at ea ch end 

of t he ulld1ng~ where he stove pipes had outlets through t he 

chimneys 0 he room had ample light dur ng the day and at n i gh 

was li ghted by a large kerosene lamp in the center of t he bui l di ng 

and a e~dle at each end a 
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No perma ent bunks wer e erected 9 since t roops at Camp Cady 

were u sually u d el' ord ers to move out at a moment is notice~ About 

thirty temporary bunks were mad e by the me n themselves for their 

49own accomodationso In mos cases 9 instead of bunks, each man 

was supplied wi t h a b edsack fil led with hay drawn from the quarter­

master department$ 

There were a few t ab es and benches i n the barracks, but no 

f ixtures. The r oom was kep t cl e an by men de tai led as room order-

The ki chen and the mess room stood almost directly to the 

rear of he main barracks ll sligh l y to t he eaB t~ This structure 

measured 40 x 18 f eet wit h walls 13 feet high~ The bake oven, in 

line wi h the mess ~00m 9 had a 100 loaf cap a oi ty& The bread was 

made up in the cook house and t hen pIa ed in the oven outsides 

The building afforded accomodati ons for eighty men during messs 

Close by and on the ine opp osite .he headquarters was the 

guard~house l· was 28 by 16 fee t with walls 13 feet highs A par­

titian d1.vided it abou equallyo The smaller part of the structure 

was us ed for the common c ell and the larger f or the guard~s quar­

terso A large fireplace in the north end of the st~ucture warmed 

t he whole buildl ngQ The guard~house had an average occupancy of 

four men per month& 

Nor h of the guard house ~ a larg e s tore house was erected 

to r e c eive supplies o It was 76 x 24 feet square wi t h walls 14 feet 

high and part it i oned so as t o rec eive SUbsist e nce stores on one 

23 



side and quartermas er supplies on th e o t her o The office was placed 

in the s Qu ,hwes corner of the s tore hous e~ 

The fuel u s ed at he new post was cottonwo od and mesqu:1.te g 

eu by he troops on the banks of' the rl. e r and haul ed tc the 

c ampo The supply was ample g but eac h man h 1 had to be hauled a 

grea er dlstanceo 

The qual y of stions issued at t he new c amp was good, and 

"fresh meat was on the menu q ulte fr equently and obtained on the 

hoof from a man by he name of Lane, for whom Laneos Crossing was 

named a ,,50 

When needed ~ extra egetab_e s were purchased f r om t he com­

p a ny fund and a good supply was usually aval1able ~ Canned vege­

tables, p1 ~kless and a h er ~ ondlmenw s were ob alned from the sub­

si en y depar men ln lleu a regular articles of ration" 

The ra ~ns we e ..ooked by men detail ed from 1;·he post and 

were ns eo ed by he commandi ng offlcer befor e bei ng served~ The 

co king was .... epo tedly good w th a s much varl e ty as c lrcumstanc es 

allowed 

he ~lo hing ssued was of hi gh qualltyo Th e blanket s g 

r ousers g and sack-coa s wer e a~l manura tured n Callforn l ao The , 

eas ern ar .lc~es were usually o~ a poorer grade and too heavy for 

the cllmate 9 whe lighter clo bing of the west belng preferr ed by 

the men at the posto 

Inasmuch as the new post did not have a hosplta_ g one of 

t he bu lldings a the older slte v one-half m1 e away~ as used for 

t h ls purpose~ This bulldlng was lnadequateo It was warmed by a 
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cook s ove belonging t o the medIcal depa rtment and used for cook­

ing as well as heatingo Candle s were he only f orm of illumina­

tion and entilation was rathe r imp erfec t due to the construction 

of t;he buildi ng" The hospi tal ward consisted of one room j 12 by 20 

feet a nd only 6 fee h1 gh--hardly suffic i ent for the requirements 

of he pat ients,) There were only f our beds in "'he ward & 

The cooking and washing were done in t he ward for the hos­

pi alized soldiers by the ma rono Th ere was no mess hall, the 

shade ou side being used in the summer a nd the ward i nside during 

'he win er" 

A hospital ' entj floored" was used as a d ispensary, office$ 

and store~roomo The shelves were mad e of boxes and s crap pieces 

of wood~ The hosp1 al ha d nelther a s tore-room nor postmortem 

room , nor was here a lavatory for t he pati ent s in the building. 

The bath ub was 10 a t ed in a pyrami dal ent outside. All the 

policing was done by he attendant in charg e D 

The die of t he pa ,i ents was som ewhat the same as that of 

the regulars; howeve ~ po atoes were purc has ed a nd brought in from 

San Bernardino~ one hundred mi es d·stant~ a t $10 30 per month per 

companyo A good BUPP y of vege tables wa s kep t i n order to prevent 

he occurrence of scurvy and inCipi ent di seases of the digestive 

or gans " 

The hespi al supplies were shipped from San Francisco and 

usually reac hed the post in good co nditi on~ Often the supplies 

were trans~shipped from San r a nci s c o to W1lmingto n and then to 
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Camp Cady by way of he Ca jon Pass 

The hospital was not the only building bei ng used at the old 

sit e o One adobe hous e was occupied by a s old l e and his wife, since 

no prov sion was made for he :.onstructi on of mar r ied ~ouples8 quar­

t er s at he n ew camp during t he first year of its occupation~ 

The rea~ment of minor a ilment s was cared . f or at t he new 

camp o During 1868 medical reco ds r eveal fewer t han 104 i ns tances 

of sickness ~ Of these~ 21 were fro m malar i a fever which had been 

con ra ted prior to being stationed at Camp Cady, other reports re­

veal that there wer e 24 cases of diarrhea and dysenterY 9 one of 

t onsil1 is four of venerea dlseases j f our of sc urvy» three of 

rheumatlsm ~ and twelve ca arrhal infections. No deaths were re­

ported at Camp Cady ir.. 1868" 

The new loca on was not without i t s dr awba cks in other ways" 

besides inadequate a 1_1 i e s~ Water at the new lo cation was 

attainable by merely di gging five or six f eet int o the sandy soil; 

however~ 1 was of su~h a sBi1nous na ure t hat i t was unfit for 

drink ng G Approxlmaely six wel_ were s unk i n t he new site ~ but 

he med cal of . ~er reported that he water was t oo salty. To rem­

edy the situation g it was deemed wise 0 haUl wat er f r om the old 

camp !~or "ul1r..ary purpos es 0 

Cleanl_ness was a requls1 e at t he new post and t he troops 

were warned aga at sloppiness and lack of respect o The a ct ing 

medical officer, F o Ao Romatka9 saw to it that the sani tation prob­

lems were few and far between Lavatories and si nks were pla oed a 
. 

good distance from the camp where drainage was a mp e and the r un ­
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off went in the oppostte direct ion from t he camp .,51 

The oorrals ere lose to t he river" Here the post kept the 

teams 9 cat le~ sheep, and hayo The s heep and cattl e were usually 

placed in the corrals as the availabl e source of fresh meat for the 

Eoldiers ; however ~ no mil h cows were k ept by t he garrisonG 

The blacksm1.th shop f or the most par t i was . under a shed­

like a ffal ~ pa .·1ally walled and open 0 t he weat her" A small 

forge locaed approxima ely in the c ent er of t h e smith shop, was 

worked by hand a Wagons were kept C o se by f or . ; onvenlen~e .. 

Trees spot ad the gen eral area of the camp s l ~e9 except for 

' he parade groundso One tree , a large c ottonwood , was located 

close 0 the gua dhouse and was nicknamed "Hangmanlis tree .. " How­

ever, army eco s make no mention of its having been used whlle 

the camp was in oper a lona 

During he a er par' of 1867 and the early part of 1868, 

fr ei ghtlng was ex~eptlor~lly heavy in the Mo j ave region~ and the 

roops at he new ~amp were kept busy wi h escort and patrol du­

leso Wi h a h s ae 1v1 y~ 1 ~ was somewha of a blow to the 

people of San Bernardino and v cinity to l ~arn t hat the garrison 

at Cady had been orde ed reduced.. As the editoria l in t h e San 

Bernardino Guardian so adeptly remar k ed after havi ng been In­

~ormed of another Indian at t a ck a nd other i mpend i ng thr eats: 

A train of wagons conveying supplie s t o Camp Cady 
was intercepted by I ndians on the Mojave River.. The train 
was j however~ at length suff er ed t o continu e its course 9 

the maurauders having aken alarm at the mov ement s of the 
teamsters$ and abandoned t heir intent ion of plundering 
the wagons e () G On arriva l of the tra1n a t amp Cady a0 

detachment of roops was sent in pursuit of the Indians j 
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wi h wha restL s we have not been ab_e 0 learn" We are 
advised rha he garrison at Cady i s sbou to be reduced 

o the small n~ber of 20 men and t he troops t ak en away 
and s a+10ned aT Fort Mojave c We trust that the mil jta r y 
authorities ma axe t great circumspeotion 1~ r edu01ng our 
garr sen in n"'e ed dis r1ctsl! as hey are t oo sma 1 al~ 
readv.,52 

As 1 0 gn ~a;- o' +he plan 0 abando n amp CadY9 he Ind i ans 

of the dese-r , reg on bagan a series of a ' ds ~n "{hieh t hey kil1ed ~ 

hr ugho ' he Ul ~ 0 e 'ed sec ~ ons of he 

Mojave.. Al moo .' s a .1onl3 eween ady and Hardy 11le were 

at acked, am mos ases u ned .. n Ha - v ~le h e a1 ua t ion 

was des era~e" Tfie s" ge ,'nes had beer. h'- ad and the mail route 

C U ' o So serious was he p od.~ament ha+ mar: - eared he tide of 

war was 'Ul"n_ng 1.n a OT a ,he Indians., AJ. +he men in t own were 

put on a hou s. ,e'" The ~ situs.!on is desc-i bed in 

a l et e by Mes d. P' lkeQ 0 

From Hard -..... e ...- M e Killingn 
Thr-ugh Mes_ s Wo:f~ & Fclkes 9 we ha e eoel ed a 

copy c f onal n1,ng . a-4::e.... :n er gen~ e r om t hi s 
par .ion cf A . ...O!1a., The ad 1 es,on iuue unfavorable" 
Ano ther mar was k_l ed y he l nd ans ~as ' week at t he 
Wil' c· C'-a". 0,... ", a d he Tnd~ s mad.e an(.. her dash upon. 
the pope "y a H9...:d;y ' :::': e A. gu d of c lzens has t o 
be OY... du+y h - ,_me ~ as ;'he people do no kn w wha t 
momen re s ma 'ome upon ~he~ and wipe ~ r.em aut o 
Everyhlrg is " ~cu:-se; 11 a d p. essed 10nd ., ,- on p a s 
1ndeed how ,ax; be 0 he w!.se< w' tr people surrounded 
by a war. ') wa-: u1: ea i'erous er.em hlrs ing for 
blood? U es., p Olt.t:' tr..•.,d tary a d can be r endered t.o 
' he peop_e, ·ter w :"1 be ompe" lad t-o ge up and leave 
the "<' un", _y We ~ u d like 0 know how cng thls sate 
of a fa1-s w: be perm ~ed C von inue ? 

The reduo lor. of:roops a'+- Cady caused g:!'eat 0 cern at 

Hardyv111e 9 s noe .. , 0 all 'hep"".:. h e --eslder.. s mi ght hay e 

had f or re erfc ;' ezr,er. So The s1 ua" on ema ned seT' ous or some 
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months o Raids against the town itself wer e infrequent ~ but the 

surrounding v10inity was oonstantly t errori z edo An interesting 

aocount of one of hese skirmishes and the ser i ousness of the 

fighting 1 s reflec ed in the fol owi ng articl e: 

Hardyville 9 March 24 ~ 18680 
The mail carrier from Beale Spr ings arrived last even= 

ing and reports that the mail-rider~ Chas Spencer, with ano 

escor of ,1\. soldiers eft Camp Wi l l ow Grove on Saturday 
at six a om , but ~lhel'l. hey had travelled a bout two and a 
half miles . ~he wer e attacked by a band of Indians. At 

he first f1 e both sold ers a nd t hei r hor s es fell~ mor~ 
tally woundecJ ,~ Spencer!! s mule was also s hot dead from himo 
Spenoer s ar ad a un" but afer running a short; distance, 
he ooked bac k and sa the India ns gat her around the dy1.ng 
soldiers and ~11 th their knives commenc ed torturi ng and cut~ 
ing hema This was more han h e could s tand v so he turned 

around and commenc ed firing away with hi s ca r bine 9 ki l l ing 
two Ind1ans 9 who fell by the side of he s oldiers o The 
Indlans ~ seeing the mail rider s hoot1ng at them~ made after 
himo Charley rhen ran for life go ing t owards a rocky point 
nea by ; be ore r eaching l t v however 9 he was fired on by 
some wenty lndlans 9 a ball s triking him 1n the right thigh~ 
He su ceeded g however g i n gett1 ng i n bet ween a couple of 
boulders 9 and ga hered up some l oo s e r ock and hastily fort­
1 ed hlmself g stil.l retain n g his oa r bi n e and about 100 
cartridgeso Now and then the red skLns would give a war 
whoop and t""'y 0 rush 1.n on him, but he woul d take delib= 
ers.e a1m d coun h s Indians ea c h t1me~ showing he is 
one of he c olest and mos dar1ng fronti ersmen that live 
in ArizoDao The soldiers at Camp Will ow Grov e heard the 
firing and reported i to Cap o VernoDo Men were sent out; 
bu 9 not hea ing more firing~ reurnedo Towards evening 
repor s of ri~les were heard, and a detachment of eight 
men ere sent au 9 who oame to one of the dead soldiers~ 
and hen re urned to camp (as per orders ) in double quick 
,imeo A lieutenan ' with 20 men wa s at ono e dispat ched and 

r eaQhed he soene at dark 0 They had ga h er ed up what re­
mained of the dead and put them in t he wagon9 when they 
heard Spencer hallo and fire off h s guna They soon found 
him and bore him to the wagon and camp o Sp encer had only 
three cartridges left o Two~ he said 9 for the Indians and 
one for hims elf~ for he wa s determined not t o fall into 
their hands to be tortured to death o Spen c er gives a de­
tailed account of the affa1r ~ says t her e were about 75 
I nd1ans 9 all well·- armed\) some forty havi ng r ifles and bal­
anoe ha ing bow and arrows o One-hal f of t h e Indians were 
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Hualapai a , and he others wer e Yavapai s (Apa he Mo aves)o 
The Yavapa is were well dressed~ had on hats~ boast ed hey 
had ust lef he r eserva tion a t La Pa z and t hat they wo uld 
kill Americans whenever they couldo Hualapa i Charl ey bei ng 
i,n comma nd , Spenc.er aIked with hi m in Engl ish , and with 
the Yavapais 1n Spani sho I t had been r epor t ed that Serum 
~5 wour~ed n :he figh tha~ Cap ' Yo ng had with himo 0 

This a "ounts for Hua apa1 Charley being head chief ,. as he 
is S erum~s brother 9 and a meaner I d a n nev er livedo 0 ~ 0 

I t 1s an ea sy matter 0 ma ke a treaty wi t h any of t he s e 
bands of wild Apaches 1n winter; but it is use ess to f ight 
them in summero If Colo Price had had plen y of s uppli es 
during the win,e p he Indians would have been t hor oughly 
whi pped ; bu~ now hey will be allowed to r un a nd murder, 
fo r h e troops can do 1i tIe dur4 ng warm weat hero The peo­
ple around 'his p aoe and around Pres ott are very much 
alarmed by the1r p esen , eo dlt- on" It being gen er a l ly be= 
llevedhat he IDdlans 111 be wo se this s ummer t han ever 
before; and mar.y p·ed1 tha a set~lers will hav e t o 
leave t he coun rY9 and the Apa hes will again r e i gn supr eme o 

Wi lliam H~ Hardy54 

The situation was not muc h be ter at Cady; never hel ess, 

·he army d1d no , ~hlnk he gravi y of he event s warrant ed a ful l 

compl eme nt of men and tn 1869 he fort perso nnel was reduced t o 

what was cons i dered a oken oroeo Evid ently t he a r my had ant ic ­

pat ed the urn of events Q for shor Iy before a bandonment of the 

camp on October 19 , 18 0,) 55 General .P ice of' For Mojave ha d a 

meeting 'W t h all he arieus chi e s there and they arr1ved a t a 

peaceful set emen The Ind1ans by his set lement were conf1ned0 

to res erva ions and 1, as hoped hat he day 0 dodging a r rows 

had passed .. 

In he Mojave Region 9 or the most par '9 1t was past o How= 

e er 9 t he Indians of sou hern Arizona and U ah con lnued t o cause 

t r oubl e i n 'ermi ten 1 for about he ne six years bef ore 'he 

olive br a ch was ull a cep ed o 
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During Mar hli 1871 .. t he camp was t otally abandoned and 

turned over 0 Mr~ Cantwell and Mro Win ers, s ockmen of the 

Moj ave lllver.. Second Lieutenant James Halloran of the 12th In­

56fantry s upervised t he saie of he propert Ya 

Thus a chap er closed on an era of fronti er history~ Taps 

were no longer blown at Camp Cady !, c i t adel of the wastelands~ 

Freigh . wagons with heir heavy load s and swea t ng teams and driv­

ers~ bound for mining camp s in Arlzona~ San Bernar dino, and Los 

Angeles j ~ould rollover the desert wi hou f ear of I ndians attack~ 

For many years the camp withs ood t h e wea 'her, slowly dls­

lntegrat ng , unwll all that remai ned by 1933 was a portion of the 

barracks~ In Maror 1938 !) t h i s last ves 'tl ge of t he camp was 

washed away by a flocd J 

All that remains of Cady t oday s a ~arge va cant pasture 

e graze peacefullyo Neither he county nor any 

historical socle ~ y has seen t ,0 mark t he s pot wi,th a plaque or 

some other memorial ry Hcwever; cne tree . sanding defiantly against 

t he ravages or nature ma ks the camp s e ~ Th e f amous "hangman's 

tree " ~.s al ha remains of a. onc e s taunch li ttle fort--Camp Cady" 

ARMY LIFE AT C~~ CADY 

Army 1 e at Camp Cady was similar t o that of desert out­

po s ts of tha ' erajJ the du ies r angi ng from du l~ boresome routine 

to exei i ng patrol and escort a c ivlties o When in camp and not on 

assi gnment $ h e average enlisted man fo und li fe ra her monotonous o 

Duti es were assigned mos~ men while in camp ~ but of t en the tasks 
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proved to be meni a l c hores, such as cleaning the corr als or curry­

ing the horses o 

Reveille at the fo rt was usually sounded at five in the morn­

ing--or wha t was termed sunri s e -a ~ which time ~he men arose and 

readied t hemsel ves fo r breakf'ast~ which was served at 5:30. Drill 

call was se t for six 0 @ cl ,o ck ~ and all except those who were sick 

were r equired t lear n the use of firearms and the regular manual 

of arms. This i ncluded the c amp mus ici ans also , a practice which 

evidentl y was no usual at mos t c amps. 

Men who wer e s i c k or hurt were r eported for sick call at 

6 :30. Af ter ~ he bUi d ing of the new camp, i t was still necessary 

to send ~ he se men : 0 the old site for treatment at the dispensary. 

I n t h e mes.ntime~ those who wer e not s i ck r epor ted for fatigue 

call at seven o'clock. Thi s co n s is ted of policing the area and 

cl eruling the barracks fo r s ome, while for others it meant cutting 

and hauli ng wood for the camp , or feed1.ng the ho rs es and mules. 

In a ddit o n to t hese t asks, s ome enlis t ed men were usually assigned 

t o guard du y~ mess duty in t he kitchen . and ~arlous other odd 

c hores aroun d the c amp Duri ng the summer t he desert heat was all 

but unbearable and the men were usually recal~ ed from fatigue du~y 

at 10 : .30 and a llowed free ti rr.e unti twelve noon ~ when dinner was 

served. 

Aft e1' t he no o n meal ~ the mer.. were again on their own free 

time unr i l two oiclo ck 9 when fa ti gue duties ~re resume d unt:: 

6 ~ 30" a t which time reca l was blown. Retreat was sounded at sun­

set, ar..d v a ried f r om day to day. Ta ttoo c ame n ne o tcl ock~ fo:lowed 

by taps at 9:30. 
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As no ent ertai nment of any type was permitted after nine 

08cl ock, guards were assigned to see that all lights were out by 

hat t ime$ The corporal or non- commissioned officer in charge of 

he guard had to make t he rounds of Camp Cady twice between nine 

08 clock and twelve midn i ght and thereafter one round between mid­

night and t wo o 8clocko 

When h e men wer e not engaged in routine duties at the camp~ 

they usua l ly s pent thei r I e sure time reading or hunting. They had 

v er y few other recrea ional opportunl 'les o No towns of any size 

were wi t hin one hundred miles, except San Bernardino, where many 

of t h e men spent t heir leaves 9 which were few and far between. 

The bearing of the s old i ers and their personal habits were offi­

clally r eport ed as goodo However1J records prove them to have 

been a nything but ,!;ha t o Mos t of them became tired of the monoton~' 

of camp life and di sgus ed wi th t he heat of the desert, which often 

hit as hi gh as 1160 Des erti ons were frequent and plagued the post0 

57at some of h e most i nopportune tlmeso 

Offioers and men alike were f requently wa r ned against ex~ 

cessive dr inki ng and he penalties for d e s ertion. Such was the 

case invo vlng Lieut enant Eyre on May 189 1869. Eyre had been 

commanding officer 1n charge of Old Camp Cad~' u.ntil reli eved by 

Ll eu enan Dr l.l.mo Lieut en a nt Eyre was held responsible for the 

a ct ions of h s men i n t he burning of a s tore owned by Po N. Dean 

on Augus t 8 ~ 1867.. Eyre had wri tten the ~ommanding general con~ 

cerning Dean9 who had been selling cheap whi skey to enlisted men 

prior to this acti on . Nevertheleas~ Eyre was s t i ll held respon~ 
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sible for the actions of his troopers. Eyre issued orders to the 

effect that "no man henceforth will receive more than one glass of 

wine or half bottle of ale in the same afternoon." These were not 

to be taken from the store and had to be drunk then and there. 

Desertions proved to be frequent at Cady, especially during 

the latter part of the occupation of the new camp. The main rea­

sons seem to have stemmed from boredom and isolation. The heat 

and the fact that they were isolated a hundred miles from the near­

est town of any size--and that town unfriendly to Union sOldiers58_­

did not seem to appeal to most young men even though they had vol­

unteered for such duty. 

In the hopes of discouraging desertion, the army paid si ze­

able rewards for the return of any such men. One man, Private 

Western, prior to desertion, had engaged in repelling three Indian 

attacks within a period of three weeks. In all encounters he 

pr oved a most capable man; but even the strong could not stand the 

s t r a in, for Western absconded for parts unknown along with another 

soldier of his company. The details involving the search are as 

follows! 

¥60 reward in green backs 

2 U. S. soldiers 

viz. John Western 


gray eyes, light hair, 5' 9" high, slouchy walk, 

about 20 years old. 

Lee Ray Hill 

hazel eyes, black hair, 5' 7" high, 21 years old. 


These men left Camp Cady, Calif., night of July 25. 
They were with 3 brothers named Higgins, who have a wagon 
and are going to Oregon. They will pass through El Mo nt e. 
They willg of course9 get out of the wagon whenever t h ey 
approach a stat1on. The wagon will most probably travel 
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as follows~ 
• • • • • e _ • 

" 
~Leave Fish Pond s Morni ng of July 27$ 1867 

h II ItI ' Cottonwoods •• o 28,••• o •• .. II Itcrossing Mojave •••• • 29," " upper ollgat e o " II .30,GO . e " " " " 
IIat IIMartines Ha nch . oo ••. 31 , " ., " ,Co amongo [ sic]" 0 Aug. ,!, , 11" " 

Or they may go t hrough San Bernardino. The reward wil l 
be paid for their apprehension. If they are lodged in San 
Bernardi.no or Los Angel es jall~ I will send f or them. 

By sec o 24 , Act of Congre s s ~ approv ed March .3, 186.31 
these men Hi ggins are lia ble to trial by civi l court and, 
if cOllvic ed~ ·0 be fined any sum no ' exc eeding $500 and 

o be imprisoned; not to exceed 2 years or less than six 
monthso"39 

Time and again such notices were sent out for des erters 9 but 

f ew were caugh~. Those who were apprehend ed were sent to Wilming­

ton~ where rhey faced cour martial charges 9 or kept in confinement 

until a general Gr officer with courtmartla~lng aut hority could 

try them~ If a prisoner was kept at Cady , he was s ubj ect ed to hard 

labor from sun-up to sun-down a nd allowed only 25 minutes per meal. 

In no cases wer e prisoners allowed to a ccep article s from ot her 

soldiers and all their meals were eaten in the guard house and 

handed in by the guard in charge. 

Not all he ,rouble a adyv of course , was confi ned to 

ct' unkenness and desertionso Contlie s within the amp i tself of­

ten ended in dlsastero Suc h was the case of Al bert DeGri ef 9 who 9 

While i n a flght 9 s a bed a fellow soldi er to dea th& As army 

re co rds reveal~ a transfer of t he case was s oughtQ Lieutenant 

EYre asked permission to send to Wilmington Privat e Wil l i am Farley 

and Private Albert DeGrief , Company K~ 14th Infantry ~ t he fo rmer 

35 

http:Bernardi.no


await ' g t 1a fo de er ion and he lat er for a s ault with i nt ent 

to k 19 perhaps gu.11y al s f murde as h ... s vic i m was near he 

poi of des h The wi nesses in the firs t oase were in Wilmi ngt on 

and there was not a suffi~ieY ly seoure guardhouse for ~ he second 

c im!naL. 

A ~ollow-up 1e ter was sent within a few day~ sta ing that 

~he V'ic ~im. had d_ ed a d ask ' rg 4-he ...omma!' ~ er a' Wilmi ng on to take 

.' hargev sinoe het Eyre, he o~f car in command at Camp ady , be-

l eYed han as or conv~" 10n wou-d be be·e here tnan at San 

Berna d1nos:> whe e !"'mab an s woU:d p 'ocab- • app_aud the k 11 ng of 

a Un10n s ldlero 

o her sore po1n s at amp included the selling of govern­

ment- is ue supp s y ere m~r + anycnehc m!gh~ .18k buying 

+0 hem", In many .n .ances:, arm _epor.;.s comp aln a r equisl ti ons 

being shoo 0 no ha"l-~ ng a T ... ed a+ al ,J C ns an haggling re­

sul ed be: een he r...eadqua . e_s a Drum and hose at CadY 9 bot l1 of 

wh m ~la~med ,r,e di" epa:r. :..es wer c he res cf their fJ.o m= 

mand 9 bu of he a her~ This p ob- _re proved seous in many situ­

a 10ns>l a :L., was a· Camp Cady he_ e supp 19s were of e s t or ed 

£0 ro 6 passing to F rt Me ave an Ar . ~onao Not having 

enough suppl_es cf.', eL pr ed embat ass1.ngo 

Sl~pp i e were uSl.48..L.l~ In air Cion i tl'" up n a r1 val from 

D~um c Sa Fran~ls 0 9 and e y ew omp'a ~ts we e ,odged aga1nst 

supplies ha ' did arr1yeo Hewe ie ~ r..eadqua! e s a Drum and those 

a t Cady did have a misunders aLdlng '-er he su ~l~lng 0 beef to 

,he deser· outpo The a.r.im see usual y bo gh, upon r equ1­



,.. 

~sition in San Bernar di no or Wilmi ngton and driven over the Cajon 

Pass to Cady~ where they were kept in corrals unt il neededs The 

ma jor complaint against t his proc edure , accordi ng to the com­

mander at Cady, wa s tha the oat I e los t t oo muc h weight whi le be­

ing herded over the des ert from t he t wo aforement1 0ned places and 

upon arrival were not worth t he pr1ce t hat had been pal d,.60 

Furthermore l.t was asked t hat the headquar ter s in Wilming~ 

t on not buy full-grown cattle , s ince only a bout 150 pounds of meat 

from a 400 pound animal could be consumed in t hree dayss The rest 

spo1led~ In l1ne with this} the command at Cady asked permission 

to jerk the res t 3 

Aside from these problems wi t hin the camp , escort and patrol 

duties offered a welcome break t o camp life,. Alt hough these two 
I 

relieved he monotony of garri son l ife ; t hey bo t h prov ed hard and 

wearisome~ 

In line wi h these ac 1vitie s , t he t roops stationed at Camp 

Cady were assigned a patrol and protect all the freight wagons 

moving over the deser ~ as wel l as acti ng as es cort for the mail 

61 and bull1.on being shipped by way of Har dyvilles These duties 

were onerous and extremely trying on men a nd animal s alike .. 

The number of men aas3gned t o an escort detail variedo 

However ~ on the whole~ only as many wer e sent a s coul d be spared-~ 

usually three or four o 

The men carried their own ratlons 9 seldom over seven days 

supply, their guns--tlsually muzzle loaders~~and a bag of f orage 

f or each ani.mal o Before leaving for escort ~ the hor ses were in­
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spect ed by t he o£flcer or non- commi s sioned of f i c er in charge ~ and 

on t he r r e turn t hey were i nspected again& Each man was forced to 

pay f or any damage t o hi s horse caused by his carelessness" Horses 

us ually l a s ted a out s ix mon·hs " 

The men were seldom given over f if een rounds of ammuni­

tl on ~ a nd t h es e were t aken up on arriva a t the next post by the 

no n-commi ssioned officer in charge o 

Many drawbacks and compl a i nt s a r e t o be found in army records 

concerning escort dutyo62 The horses were of en in poor condition 

at the end of a our du e to a combination of unskilled horseman­

ship ~ poor roads, heat p and scarcity of wa tero Because of these 

conditions and the leng h of t he escort det a il, the army was in 

onst an n eed of horses and mUles~ both of which wer e used " 
• 

The toll n hors es and mules was t .emendo us Q Mule s for the 

most par t seem to have s ood up aga i nst the gr nd much bett er than 

hors es " 

Another p oblem was t hat while on esco dut y the constant 

ubbl g on the s.ock of t he musket wore it out more qui ckly than. 

many months ~ use 1n wamp" The muskets t hemselves wer e cr itlcized g 

s ince he men had 0 d smount t o l oad t h em be ore f lghtingo Dur i ng 

a fl ght 9 on e of the ~hree or four s ent for esoort du ty usual~y had 

t o ho d the horses 0 keep hem from r unni ng off whi l e the others 

fo ught " This sltuatlon~ of cour s e g Caused great conc ern~ and the 

records reveal a s eri es of letters prot es i ng and demandin.g a 

supply of the hen new Spenoer rifles or breech loader s" 
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June 27~ 1867 0 I have the honor t o report that the 
express mail rider who left here Sa urdaY9 the 22nd of J une 
and Pvt" Donavan and Western~ Company K, 14 'h Infantry j es-· 
cort to the same, were fired upon at Marl Springs by a part y 
of some 20 Indians armed only with bows and a r r ows G The men 
charged upon them, using their revo .vers~ One I ndian who 
was bel1eYed .... 0 be he Chjef "Hualapai s Charley" and a 
squaw were sh t The r e st fled o Themail rlder g I am in­
formed, scalped botho I am i nclined to beli eve that if the 
men had stopped 0 dismount and used t heir musket s, they 
would have los he horses and most probably t hei r l l ve so 
I find ,hat one rip of esoort duty r ubs and wear s the stock 
of a musket and njures 1 far more than severa l months use 
even at t he risk of being deemed importunately troublesome~ 
again to request that from 10 to 20 carbines or Spencer ri­
fles may be sen me~ 

Various 0 her repor s testify t o the f act tha t rif es of the 

breech-loading ype would be highly des i rableo Men on patrol dutY j 

on h e other hand, had little to say about ri f l es--rather their 

oomplain sconce ned the _ength of pa rol s and the conditi on of the
• 

horses upon a rriving at t he end a their pa rol Q To improve this 

s1tuat1on9 small redoub ' S9 or stop-over s , were bu It at Marl 

Springs and Piute Sprlngsf where fresh teams oould be exchanged and 

worn earns restedo Esoor s ravelling these routes a lso took ad~ 

vantage of he s op=overs o These redoubts strengthened conslder~ 

ably t he chain of deser milit.ary ins allations by giving hem a 

grea er . ange 1.n patrol o 

Muoh of he urmoil that has been desoribed as exist1ng 

wit hi n the oamp oame abou aa a direo resul of the enli stment of 

t he Cali ornia Volunteers for duty~64 Most of these men D while 

being sinoere in their motives. were green recrui t s wi t h little 

army "know-how" Aside from those who were anxious to help ~ the 

Volunt eer Ar my was of'ull of drif e s who~ after t he gold boom had 
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di ed down , f ound themselves unemployed~ Aa an easy way out ~ many 

j oi ned he Calif rnia Volun eers~ 

As a volun~e er army ~ t he California troops found they were 

t he s t ep~ child 0 he regulars and were suppl i ed with the "hand­

me-downs" of thei r i g bro hers in the service" Few new arms were 

available '0 t hes e troops~-rather, the old type muskets were used 
65i n mos 1 s anoes and hese were 1s sued sparingl ys 

If he men were green» the offic er s were even greener~ Few 

of them were qualified 0 old heir commands and those who had had 

pre ous experienc e had been away from t he s ervice so long they had 

f or g ten m c h of h e army routine or were 0 0 old to do an ade­

qua t e Job" To train an a r my of men such as these into anything 

re s embllng a smoot h, runni ng mili tary machine!, was f a r from easy" 

Days of drilling were neces sary p equi pment need ed, and di scipline 

and indoctrinat10n had t o be taught~ 

Yet , desp1te he many handicaps f a cing the Volunteers, they 

did what t hey had been called to do - - quell the Indi ans during the 

time egular ere needed in the East " 

* * '* 

amp Cady ~ hlch had developed from an obscur e desert 

wat er=hole~ as espec1ally imp rtant to t r avel l ers of the desert 

i n he ~8 60 8 B 9 when during a single year mor e t han 2 ~ OOO wagons 

cross ed t he Mo ave was elands " The camp a ffo rded t he only haven 

of any importance be ' ween the Col rado River and San Bernardino, 

a considerable distanc e in hose dayso 
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Bes ides bei ng h e only ma j or :redoubt in the c entral desert 

are a , Camp Cady was located near t he hub of t h e major trails of the 

desert~ Because of the adv a n tageous position of the camp, it was 

p oss ible 0 patrol the road s in al dir e o i ons and to supp:!..y es ­

~o rt s f or tho se wa gons movi ng over t hese trails in time of dangero 

In a very real s en se Camp Cady became the "Gibraltar of the 

De ser t." I t was to h e t rav eller of the deser t what the lighthouse 

was to the s eafarer--a gui d epost t o safety" Besides affording pro­

tection for he ·rave l lers frei ghters J and herders~ the camp was 

a major llDk of t h e mail route runni ng between Los Angeles, San 

Bernardin o, and Prescot>~ izo na o 

Duri ng the Civil War the fo rt was garri soned by the Cali ­

f ornia Vol u nteer s\)) who c a rried on t he duti es of the regulars~ be­

sides c h eoking s ubversiv e e l em ents in t he desert area e 

The duties () h e me n , s uc h as patroll:ng the roads, pro­

vlding escort, and aiding travell ers~ proved ext r emely valuable ~ 

no only to the ravell e r , bu al so t he grow h of Southern Cali ­

[ornia.. It. '.s deplorab:".e that thi s f amous si ....· e ~ where such men as 

/
Garces 9 J edediah Sm! h9 and many o t her wel l - known. frontier person­

ali t i es c amped p has een allowed t o go unnot i c ed o 

His or ans have s urely overlooked a period of local desert 

h s t ar wort hy of their a t enti ono 
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A CAiVIP CADY CHRONOLOGy66 

1 77 6~-Ma c h. Father Garc~s s et out from Mohave villages westward 
acros s t he desert t o go to san Gabrie ... Mi.ssiono He followed 

he Mohave Hi er rout e , passing through what years later be­
came Camp Cady .. 

819-- Gabri e:" Moraga s ent lnto 'Che desert area to quell Indian up­
risings4 He used s ite of the future Camp Cady for his camp­
i ng grou ds " 

182 6-~Jedediah S Smi'h pass ed hrough t he deser t area using the 
same trail as that used by Garc e~ o 

1829- E ving Young accompanJ.ed by Ki t Carson traveled this same 
route~and. using the same camping si t e s as t hose used by 
Garoes , M raga ; and Smitho 

1844-~Fremon es par y passed thi s way usi ng much of the same route. 

1849- Cap ain Jefferson Hunt led some of the Mormon Battalion over 
thi s trail vO Sal t Lake CitYe 

1851--Hun '-l.sed this same rout e vO bring :he f i r s t Mormon immi­
grant train through to San Bernardinoe Hunt a lso established 
a mail carrying servioe here us i ng he futu r e ar my site as 
hi s base of operations This he carried on for three years~ 

. 850-4--Var_ou au eying expedi ' i ons used t his same camping 
ground duri ng their t reks i nt o ~he d esert. (Will iamson g 

Whipple s ves. 

1857--The site was men~loned by EdWard Fi t zgerald Beale on his 
wagon road sUr\"'ey of th s year, Ther e were no soldiers here 
a h 8 ime nor was here any parti cular need of them at 
thi s ime .. 

1858--In ,anuary Edward F o Beale~ acc ompan i ed by J ~ F. Mer cer with 
45 men of Company F of t he First Dragoo ns~ marched to the 
CQlorado~ Tb1 s was Beale's returnrlp~ 

28 .59- -" anuary 9 ~ Company B and K of the F rs t Dragoons were sent 
out on an expedlt ...on fro m Fort Tej on to hunt for renegade 
Indi a s along the Mo a-e River. 

March 4 S.. Act Bishop left "he oi t y of Los Angeles to go 
t o Beale t s Cro s sing of t he Colorado t o cooperate w!.th Beale 
on the Cen ra1 Wagon aoad o 
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1859--September 29 ( he week ot)~ A detachment of Firs t Dragoons 
under Lieut .. Davis accompanied by Li eut, Napier (e n serv1,ce 
at Fort Mojave) returned t o headquarters at Fort Tejon. 

00 ober 21. Captain Wi nfield Scott Hancock sent a wagon 
train of quartermas er s upp ies and equipment for the fi rst 

ime over the Centra Wagon Road to Fore Mo j ave. J 0 Wins ',:on 
had charge of the t-aluo 

October 29~ J Wins on with the train arrived a t what he 
called Lt Davis' Depot on the Mojaveo Thi s depot was on 
the site of Camp Cady~ 

1860-~February 113 Lt Colonel B¢ L. Beall sent 25 men from Tejon 
(of he Firs Dragoons) to the Moja~e in searc h of Indi ans. 

l'Yfarch 310 An extra of the Los Angeles s tar fo r lVlonday morn­
ing ells of a murder on he Mojave and~ need of a mi l i­
ary post in ha area o 

April Gene al Newman S. Cl a rke was petitioned to send 
soldiers to p r otect the wagon road along t he Moj ave Riv er. 

April 14.. General N~ S" Clarke ordered lVIajor Carleton with 
Company K f he Fi st D.agoons~ wi~h 80 men t o est a bli sh a 
for n ear ,he Forks 0" 'Che Road~ l 'he y called it Camp Cady 
(after Colonel Albermarle Cady) The dra goons were there 
for three mon hs, They erect ed emporary s helters of brush 
and mud. Some were e en dug-outs s i milar to t hos e used 
later by miners in hat r egion. 

April 23 0 A 1e+, er was sent from Dr o Johnat han Letterman, 
who was s aT-_oned at Camp Cady wit h Ma ~or Carleton ~ to Gen­
eral Banco k ir. Los Angeles. He tells wher e he di f ferent 
pa,rols are of too 

May 20 Lieu Carr ed a par y in search of Indians a nd 0 

killed hree of ;;hem near Soda Lakeo 

May 280 A patrol was sent au to bu ild Hancock Redo1.l.bt at 
Soda Springs and Bi ter Springs Redou bt some fift y miles 
fro Camp Cadyv These were to be set up a s over ni ght camps 
onlyo The patrol cons isted of Lieut. Carr and 25 men . 

May 29. An express rIder arrived in Los Angel es and brought 
he news of the campo 

June 30 0 Major J ames Henry Carleton was order ed back to 
Fort Tejono 
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1860=-Jul y Jo Ma jor Car l e ton f l nally l eft Camp Cady and was due 
back at Te j on on J uly' 10t h, 

October 17, General Newman S ~ Clarke dies here in Cali­
.~ orni a a nd Lt. Col .. B, L v Beall akes over. 

1.861-- a nuar y 29 0 A tral _ of SLl p'" ies wa s sent to Fort l'1o jave by 
way of Camp Cady, u~d er J . Winston of t he quartermaster corps, 

iVlar h 4 . A member o f t he U. S , Boundary Commission gives a 
descriptlon of Camp Cady 

186 2--January-Februarys Begi ni ng early n January there were 
f lood s i.n Cal i fo rnia. The r oads a r ound Camp Cady were in 
ba d oondi lon. I t seems that many \'lho lat er wrot e about this 
coun ry mention "-he fl ood s of tha t year. 

April 1, 2nd Lieut .. i~athaniel P. Pi erc e of Company G of 
t he 2nd Ca i f rnia Cava' ry Vol unteers wit h a no n-comm ss ioned 
of fic er and nine p ivat es arrived a Camp Cady and::- emained 
thex e until April 24, when hey e t to r eturn to Camp 
Latha m .. . 

J une 17 a d uly Jo hn Brown men:~ ions b e :.ng at or near 
Carr:,p Ca dy or~ ese days, 

186J~,-'rhe camp does not s e em t o have been r egular' y garri soned at: 
t hi s t i me , out was occ.asionally viSit ed by Federal troops . 

1864--July Cap a n John Cu Cr emo ny was ord ered to Camp Cady with 
Compa ny B of the 2nd Cali f orni a Ca aIry. They remained 
t her e un i September Th e Cap a i' had just r e urned from 
+:he marc h 01 rhe Cali f ornia Colu D C New lY1exi co~ He was 
t o patro~ the wa gon road f ~ om Cady t o Rock Spri ngso 
From May to Augu s t ]O Company Mo of t he 2nd Cal i fornia 
Cavalry was on an expedition c o ert ng the Sa l t Lake- For t 
l'1ojave Wagon .Hoad Captain George F., Price and Lieut., 
George Do Conrad ommanded the expecii t i ono 

:865--Company I of t he 4t .Hegimen~ of Californi a Infantry was 
s a ioned here a he fir s part of the y ear~ 

i1arc h J Com any D, f rst Be. a:'1on ot he Nat 1 ve Ca i­
f rnla Ca·alry . was ordered t o Camp Cady under Captain 
Edwar d Bale. This c ompany seems t o have r etu ned to Drum 
Ba rracks early in May for on .t;rlay 20 Ca pt ain Bal e r e­
signed f rom the army_ 

Apri l 2J~ '.rhe of f iCial date of the e s t a blishment of the 
c amp .. 
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1.865- May 2. Captain Walter So Cooledge o f Compa ny C, 7th Regi ­
ment of Infantry, arrived at Fort Moj ave and r eli eved Captain 
Benjamin Wes • who wen ~o Camp Cady o 

June 300 Ca p a n Benja min flo Wes t and Company C of the 4th 
Infantry were sri:l at Camp Cady when P~lvate Kedder of 
Compa ny I of the '-'h Infantry passed by her e on his way to 
For iYlo j a ve and F rt Wh 1 ppl e ~ Kedde ..... t ol d of the death by 
a ccident a l soot ng of Pvt . So meri ndyk e i who died at CadYa 
Ther e was ev iden ~y no doc. o!:' t her e a t t hat time " 

uly-Augus'o Some ime be"ween July and Augus t Captain a t rl ck 
{;lunday s t opped at Oamp Cady wi t h his company K of the 4th 
Infantryo He report ed 120 men a t that t ime . 

November LL, E:~lot Coues vi s it ed Camp Cad yo He s tated that 
ther e were four of teers and a handful of men ther ec 

December 21~ Three privat es--Rogers Saunders ~ a nd T l erney-~ 
wer e d scharged a Camp Cady for d i sabiLiti es Q 

1866--January 10 General Irvin McDowell i s sued a special order 
dat ed Camp Cady Jano 11, 1866 commending Captain West for 
work and the work of he volunteers n pu t i n g up houses at 
Camp Cady~ 

February 9 . Capt. We~t and his regimen were mustered out 
at Drum Barracks on this dat e . 

Apri" 2 \) 22Q ·-ames F ~ Rusl ' ng mad e a survey of the mili­
ary sat10ns and was at Camp Cady on the t wo days mentioned. 

J ul y 290 Deta'hment D of the 9th I nfantry engaged in a skir­
mi sh wit h the IndiansJ This detachm ent was s upposedl y under 
t he command o f a Lieut., Hartmen" One a ccount says that f1 ve 
s ol diers wer e kl ed and one badly wounded o 

18 67-~Feb~uary Majo Porter of the 14th Infantry wi t h Mr o Hoff­
man and s!.x soldiers who were on t heir wa y t r eport to 
General Meade in Philadelphia pass ed here and reported 43 
teams on t he r oad award t he Colorado River o 

Ma ch 30" 'r he canalry s a t oned at Camp Cady have been r e­
moved 0 F0rt Whlpp:eo he.e are 15 men at Cady under 
Lieu ·o J ohn D . UID o 

J une 10 Lleut Eyre of the 14 h Infantry had j ust arri v ed at 
Drum Ba rra cks w_th r ecruits for the des ert post s o 

J une. Lieu " l'1anuel Eyre Jx , r eplac ed Lto Drum a t Camp
ady Lieut o Drum goes to Rock Sprlngs o 
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1867--June 240 Two soldie=s and an expressman from Camp Cady en­
gaged in a fi ght with Indians at Marl Springs about 70 miles 
from Camp Cady. 

Jul y 60 Another I ndi an f !.ght between Reck Springs and Pah 
Ute Springs o 

Augus t 3 Teaming en the IV{ojave continues brisk. IvIr. 
,l'ilat thews 1s t h e con-r.rac t or at Camp Cady . 

Augus t 8 . A s tore b e l onging to P o No Dean was burned by 
s oldier s sta ioned a t Cady under t he co mmand of Lt. Eyre. 

Augus t 31., Lieu t> r1anu el Eyre offers 200 sheep for sale at 
Camp Cadyo 

November 20 The Ind ians who killed Dr. Shaw near the caves 
are p r owling near Camp Cady a nd Rock Sprl ngs o 

December 14" The teams c oming f r om Camp ady had trouble 
ge ng to San Bernardi no b ecause of t h e mud on the moun­
'a in roadso 

1868--,J ne e Mr" Dean s ued Eyre for the ::'OS8 of h l. s property and 
his bus iness . 

October 6. Ol d Site abandoned 0 New Sit e sel e ct ed one~half 
mil e west of Old a mp. 

Fa 1 0 ~ermanen buil d ing s were erect ed at Cady under Lieut. 
Johr.:. Drum. 

Dec ember. Another agon train left from Los Angeles for 
Camp Cady" 

18 69 --May 18. Li euto Manuel Eyr e was d ismiss ed from the army. 

1 87 0==October 190 Ge nera l stone man i n General Orders 1\10 0 19 offi 
cially d eclared Camp Cady a M litary Reservati on. 

_8 7 1~-Marc h" The c amp was abando ned and was turned over to Mr . 
Cantwe and Mr. Wlnters, sto ckmen on t he Mo j ave River . 2nd 
Lieu.t o ames Ha loran of he 12th Infant ry supervised the 
s a l e of the p oper .Yo 

1883-~August 210 ~ 9~000 pound s of mac hiner y arrived at Camp Cady 
t o be set up as t he A_vord Mill o 

1884--1n General Orders No o )Os a s o f Jul y 5* 1884 , President Arthur 
declare s he Camp us eless for Mi11 tary purposes and orders it 
d_ sposed ofo 

1938-~March o The ast vestiges of Camp Cady washed away by a flood , 
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1~OTES 

10 Ho n, Banoroft~ fflstorl of California (San Franci s c o : Banc r o f t 
a nd Company - 884) l~ pc 275~ 

20 David G~ Thomp s on .;;;T~h;.;:e;..,..:M.:.;o;;..ww.;~a=v.:....=e;......::;D:;.;;e;.:g::;,;e:;.;r;;..~-::.:~~r-=&-=~~;..=~~ 
ingtons Gc.'i;"err..ment .Pr1l~:-:' ng Off1ce!) 
Dyke ' n his a t:ic:'e :'1" rp e ook His or:}'" of h e Ol d Government 
Road Across 'he Mo a- e Daser~ . 0 t h e C'"'l o raclo fii v e r , Cal i fo rnia 
S a e Emergen~y Belief Adminis rat on San Bernard lno ~ 1939 , 
p j4~ GT at es nat,;. was O h l'vIar~h .... 1 tha Fa h e r Garc~s oamped 
a t he Yermo .:1 e . 2..ater deslgnaed a s Camp Cad yc 

Jo 	 Wil; iam Bea tie deritage o f the Valley .. (Cal iforn i a: a n Pas­
qual Press . ,919 \ P 3.59, I"fIh - s ... he o lliy r e c orded s k irmish 
o f any ~ons equence un 1. the ,;,,83 0 's, when the wh i te mer;. of the 
plains began moving more frequently over the des ert trails. 

4.. lbld 

5" Thompson op, " .: t p, ~. 


60 Edw... n Lee and S a b1.n I lL Carsor... Days \ A C 11c CIurg & Co ., 'J 


9 ~ 4 \. P 52 

7~ T, J Farrrao, L'l:-8 a! d AdvenTures 1.n Cali ~orn~a (N ew Yer' : : 


.d. li~aharr " d46 \, Pf' :3 ~ 2- J" 8 . Far~" ham record s t he 0 el"­

land 'ourney 0 a Dc-*"c L;ymar:.: 1:1 _84: f rom Santa F' J l\!ew He. i -· 


0, 0 Cali c n_a oy 'flay 0'" t he Colorad o Rive?: Las Vega s, a nd. 

the ~oha-e rl1~e_ 

8crhcmpson 0E: ._ 
9" J Co F "emonr' , Her _ O._~ ' he Exp.;;cr::' ;'-lb .lUE:.edl'" ~o~ tl1 0 .aaG:~l 

Moun ains and 0 (J~egcn Ca- !.fornia (let ed > ~ Wac hlngton " 
845'. p~, 2sr-265. 

100 Los Ange- es ,...,. :nt:~, January 8 , '939, Part VfJ p .. L 
11 0 Ib~ do. 
120 Tnompson 01" c!t J, p, -3n 
13 0 LOB Angeles Tjmes. p, it, p A let t er dat ed Nov embe r 2 ~ 

05 ~ am A W, Lura Assistan Churc h Hi stor a n! Salt Lake 
Ci~y· U at ve_:f es "h_s , 

1.4 ~ Thompso op ....0 p" . 6 0 
1 5~ A:..l g~ Marsha:: K: he '~The At :.. t: ude o f' Congress t oward t he 

Fa if" rla::.:way ·856- 862 IP AY".nua :" ReEort o f the Ame r i ,ar Hi s ­
o.1r.a' Assos_a~~or ~ the Year : 9 10 (Wash1ngton9 1 912 ) ~ pp ~ 

19 - 98 ~he go ernmen~ du ing th~ s p eriod wa~ in a d1le mma o 
A:l the members of Ccngr € ss a g 'eed that a ra1 road c onne c 'ing 
~he east and he west was desirab-e bu t di sagreed a s ~o t he 
ina ncing of ... s cons+ uctlo!1 " Some of t he senators wi s hed to 

s ee the pro e~ trned ove•.. 0 pr. v a te en~erpri se ~ wherea s 
others w:.3hed r ~ g - erl1IDefl., ~ o s hare :n "',h e p ogramo Hen c e v 
the whole ar:::-a!'gemen --:oerr.ained in a s tate of c onfusion for sev ­
e ral more years o 

16, Thompson, cp , "'1 i-". p~ ,.., 

170 Tbid ppo ·8~~9> The ~"erry was :..o oat e d at Hardyvill e abou.t 


o ur ml-es ups r eam ard n at For 1ohave, 
018 0 dlsto ... y of t he Old G · ernment Roado ~ op ., oit 0 ~ p ., 19 

,90 Le €: r t- om Ar r~ll Woodward ... Chief Curator of Histor y , Los 
Angeles COlln y l~USeU!Il. 1) February j • 952 
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02 	 Ibid " 
2 0 	 re-ter ~rom D x Van Dyke , former Jus ice of Peac e ~ Daggett g 

California De ember 29~ 195 • 
Let er from E: en Ba:'ret ~ Li brarian .. Los Angel e s City Llbra:,y~ 
Februa y 19,9500 

2] , 	 Phi'1p Johns on nG b a ... a 0 d Fronti er g " Westways Mag­
.azine XXVI (May ~ .:;> 34 " ! 

Aurora Hunt~ The Army of c Glendale j Cal i fornia: 
Arthur H - ark Company ~ 24 0 
bld ~ ~he Un1 ed tates ensus of 1860 cred i ts Cali f ornia wi th 

a:popU:a'lon of J79~994 and of t hat number 1 69 ~ 9 7 5 or 440 46% 
we e o~ mil! a~y age ~ One~t ent h of t hi s group enli sted, 
War cf he Rebe ~on, Off1c1a_ Records of he Union and Conf ed ­
era e Armies Se- es 1 j Vol~ L9 Part 119 Corres pondence, etc a 

Opera lors 00- ~re Pac~ Coas t J uly 1) 1862--June JOf 1865 
(Seria No , rf. Wash, Govt, Press 897 .'' ~ pp ~ 41=4 20 

270 	 Letter +'..,.. m K..:"en Ba....~e, February 3~ 95 ..Lo 
28. 	 ~1 C 0 1- m, Hi S 0 0"" Cam Cad 186 -18 1 (Was hing o n~ D. Co a 

Na ion&.l Ar do, . no paginat10n hereinaft er cit ed 
1-1.1 of'~ - m, War of he Bebe lion, OP e C11;, 9 ppe 1150­
1" 520 
War o~ ~he Rebellion 
Hur ) 0 p, c1 t , P 
Ell 0 00ues j On Spanish Pi onee (2 vol a .,; New 
York Ha Fe ~c~c~~~~9~O~O~j~.~~p~o~2~~~2~>~~--~~~ 

WaT of he Rebe~~ton ~c~p~~c=l~t," pp c 1 50~1 51 0 
Ib1do i P ~ 530 
;I b do, p. -53 
It. Camp ('ad- Ch onolcg from E len Bar'Te t 5) Fe ruary J t 1951" po 4, 
HUl1":l DEn ~,L , p, 26J~ 

ohrls on~ op" ~ 1L r, J5p , 

San Be a d:al G'.l d ... 8. March _6, 86?, p o 2~ colo 4 0 

ll!!S" Ap rl - C - 86-, p " 3: .:.ol~ 1 0 

~O ? -"'ttl.y 6, ~86 , po )~ co-, 0 


4· " H s 0 J or he Old Governmen~ Road, op cl t ~ 
420 Sar Be~nard no Gua d<an Julv 27 8b7 p o 2, colo 5e 
430 J.£.::.!!.. - ~ 0 er 26, . 86""" p 2 " co 4 , 
44 !.£...J! ; N -emre 20 •86"'. p . 3 1 "0 

0 

D '0 

45 Le e ... on:. Ar hUI Woodward~ Chief Curator' of HlstorY9 Los 
Ju~geles Ceun y useum ,. Ma c h !2~1 95J. , 

46 ~ M1 co _- mo 
rb~d&4 " 

48 0 	 ~ur be:der "Camp ~ady , A~my Post on Mo j ave ~ Guards Scuth~ 
~ and~ II Sal': .Bell"ardlnc Sun~Te.L egram,) December ZJ ~ 1951, p o 30 . 

49 > 	 An ~nte_es,ing side-lgh on t he bunks situation i s t h e sketch 
draW!' by IvT ~,' Wocd ~a d the curator of the Lo s Angeles Museum" 
Mro Woc"dwa d sta es! "My unders tand ng of t he t ype bunk used 
1n a my barra ks a the period mentioned is shown i n t he attached 
ske~ch~ Upon ~he board sla s wad l aid a canva s bed sack fill ed 
w th hay oo! s raw, I suspect t.hese sacks were he same as t hos e 
wlloh ~he army o. _ ued ,0 use un i1 f airly rec entlyo Thes e 
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ere made of 11 gh .....ar;.~as 0 , piain nb"' ,ea hed tick ing havi ng a 
sIl t in one s d~ n 0 wh' ~h the straw or hay was stuffed~ In a 
comparat ve"' y short t~me ~h s s t uf fing became broke n and fi ne 
and the so dier found hlmse:f gradually lowered through the 
chaff on 0 he hard bca ds benea hD T remember we I marchi ng 
t o the stabJes ~C ~1_1 bed sa ka and iat er at insp ect i on a f irst 
1001e ask ed on ~f "he boys ' Don' ou need a pair of s purs?W 
'Sir? Spurs ro s~ay on op of your bed" was he response. 
The john had ounded h::.s bunk ou like an overs ui' f ed ba1100n~" 

50. 	 L. Burr Be der ~Ind an A-ctacks Beset Mailmen, Mojave St ages s " 
San Berra d'no Sun-Telegram January 2 0 ~ '952 p~ 340 
Microfilm 
San Be nardjno De ember '9, - 868 
San BeTr~dlno August 17 18680 
San Be nardlno G1.la d~an Ma:h 24 .;.868 
Let e &' c..m ~len .aae' , February J I 95 
Ib'" d It was nc+ u.r' •. l July 5 884 . howeve • ... ha-C; Pr es ldent 

... hu, . r Genera 0 ders No, 30 declared he camp usele s s for 
m~:. tarv pu"poses ar.a. order ed :, ~ dJ spo sed of for good " 
Evlden ly dese ·crs we e ro · ]lml ed to the men s t at i oned at 
Camp Cady .. seems tv have been ar a ooepted fae hat men 
would deserto In ~ ne w -h ,h! s though t he San Bernardino 
Guard!an: Oc ote ? 86(~ W'I'O e he fo:":owing; "A body of' 
bO • ocps ~ er1ed c~ se -l~e n A,l~ona passed t hrough the 
sou ' he r pOI. on or (U OUI - Y 'C_ r,e way 0 Fort Yuma. i n 

he eal_y par 0_ -he week They we_e said to be mpo s ed of' 
recru S 0 he ~ d and .~ h D. S Infantryo What ever t hei r 
designa ::..on bey u".- y sus aj:,ned r.,e repu....atlon of a1 the re­
~ul~s who have poe ded hem~ For+y six were abs ent f rom 

r -'a- - a San, ...To-e . hav_rg deser+ ed during " he night o They 
were amp' y .... c .. l.I.ed or a so ou r. j n 'he mounta n s o " 

The peop' e 0 San Be ~~r ino ~e e no ~orlcusly an i-Un10ni st 
and wcU: d a € e' med s,ry m s _cr!o"unes ~ha mi gh ... have be­
f"aller h_ Un cn Armv, The so deI's _hertae-,ves were extremely 
unpop~ar be ause ~f a sel_es ~ ou~ages nommi ted by hem i n 
- 0 n. D. :.kenY' es 1- aw ~ ng ~ and a a,.-1 e y 0 o""her crimes 
and m'sdeameano~s had 'sed the +ownspeople 0 d_sl i ke having 

he "'cops - r ~- ue lr re'" _,ty.. The San. Bernard1no Guardian , 
:86?~69 ,n .severa:" ~ns t anes a ... uses he army men of de l b­
era ems' ndu~+ and ra : !oned he~I superlo'I's to S op s uch 
a- ,ions", In mos ~ases e Guard.an exp a.lns that t he offi­
eela o~e ked tre ~e~o ts Of bad condu & 

Ml c""oof'j - rt 
It is 1n e... es" :r.g "c not'e ha adv el' sement for bids f or 
beef nse: sd n ~he San Bernardiro Guaxd.an and t he Wi ming­
ton Jou=na~ was no~ auswe.ed by ever. ne bid. hus eaving 

he 'mpress104 ~ha' p~rhaps he a r my d d no, pay too much i n 
he ~irst p-a~e and hence r ece ed wha~ was pai d fo 0 

61 , 	 The Moss Lode was a mine located jUs ou S 1 de HardyviL_e o It 
was opera ed for a sho ' +ime very su~eessfu1ly o Then the 

http:auswe.ed
http:Guaxd.an
http:Guard.an


vein worked ou The bu lion wa3 usual l y sent vi a the Cajon0 

Pass and transferred to San Franc1sco~ 
The major complain of the commander i n charge of t h e Ca1i­
forn a Vo ....unteers was tha few men were able to hand l e t hei r 
horses wello The ho~ses usually hre. ,he_r gr een riders and 
re urned to t he s a.bIes alone ~ Ho ses of gentl er na t ure were 
sough v by he of ~ .. er 1.n charge a Cady ., 

6)" 1'11 0 of1J..mu 
64" As has been ment~oned in a preceding oha pt er he Cali fo r ni a 

Volunt eer Army was formed a s a r esul t of he Volu nteer Employ,~ 
1Ilent Act by he Thiry Seventh Con gr e s s in 86 . ) 
The Camp Cady mlcro 1 m gives the followlng nf'ormati on: At 
one lme during the 0 cupation of the new camp b y he VC1 1 u n ­
teers , J.6 musket s consti uted he number of weapons ava ilabl e 
fc protec ian 0 he fo:r~" In order 0 do the manual of ar ms 
during drPl.: the men fcund l1ecessary 0 rade with ,hose 
who had no a--m. s so tha hey -: 00 could rain ., 
Based on a partial_y ~omp4eted ch~ono~ogy received from Ellen 
Ba", re+ ~ librarian!, Les Angeles ' ty Llbrary~ February 19, 
950q 
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Bib_iography 

Bancroft Hubert Howe a History of Cal i f rnl e , 185 5- 1860~ 
VoL, VI San Francisco: The Hi s tory Company Publ i. s her ~ 188"60 

AI hough p: in ed seme time ago f Ba ncroft' s wor ks need no in~ 
troduction 0 the historian. since hey are one of t he pri me his­
torical sources This volume oontains an int i ma t e ac count of Cali­
fornia during the period 855-1860 . 

Beattie. George wt-l, am. and Helen Pruitt . Her i t age of the 
Valley, San Bernard1.nc s First Centurl,o Pasademl, Calif orni a: 
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One of +-he bes" all ho l'.at ;e aeaoun s of t he valley ' s ear l y 
historyo The Spanish pe_ 1 0d r eoeives special treat ment by the au­
t hors and prcves 0 be 1n~orma:i e al hough very shor 0 
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Thl s book i.e v ."'ld r i s des iption of the way i n which the 

emigran. s t aveled~! but J. or the mos par was useless t o t he 
wrltero 

B:ro",m Ii ·~ohn J ~, and Boyd v . ames, Hi story of San Ber nard ino 
and B vers1de Ccynt1es~ 2 ~ 6~ Chicago! Western Hi s t orical 
Assocla lon~ 922~ 

Very 1n eres ng bu not of much use to the wr ter for the 
present work" 

B yan+ f Ed~ n~ What I Saw in Callforn a ~ New Yor k : Apple­
ton and C mpany 9~8o 

A curral 0 t~ ~ he emigrants using the Souther n Pass~ 
I 1s m~~h ~oo k 

Cleland Rvber :e on a Thou sand Hlll s j 
ASouthern C~1 rr.1a, 85C- 8 0 0 San Marino ~ Calirornia: 9410 

A use!" book n geneza" background material o I t pert a i ns t o 
the period c he large an~hcs and he ear y deve opment of cattle 
ralsi~g lr Califo Dia, 

This ~ e~kless Breed of Men, Fur Traders of 
the South es New Yo k~ Alfred AQ 0 

An ex eIlent book we:_-do'l.lmen · ed o Cleland gi ves a vivid 
treatment 0 the exp 01 s of he "Mountain meno" 

Collelt Fra Juan Ca a1 e~la y.. Risto y of San Ber nar di no 
Valleyo Redlands \i Californ_a: .L906., 

This book on ains a grea many aneodot es but was of l i ttl e 
us e for his pa .icular paper 

Coues~ El On the Trall of a Spanish .Pi oneer.. 2 vol s .. 
New York ~ Harper Company~ 900 

An outs tanding booko Both volumes fo l low the trail t r aveled 
by Father Ga ~s as interpreted by Co ues., 
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Val~eyo Red ands Ca- 0 .. 1af Q 6., 

Cen.... ns many a ec etes bu was o~ 11. e ~se for his par-
tiou:La.. pape . 

De 9 E~ H... Besen: 1869. 
De y ~ra n_a mu h 'the same as 
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forma+10l1 
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talus gcod coverage of the Colo~ado~Moja e R. er s ection o f the trips 

United Sta es War Departmen Reports of Exp .orati ons and0 

o Ascertain +he Most Pract ical and conomi oa l Route fo r a 
Bail=oad rom he M ss'sslppi Rlver to the Pacific Oc eane 2 vol s~ 
Washington~ 85~.60e 

This report dea....s witi' "he results of he surveys being ma d e 
in mid~cen'ur 0 I cove s thos e being made at the 38th and 39th 
parallels as we . as the cent· al route at the 35 h pa r all e l e Each 
rou e . s rea ed separa~e y and i s advantages and disadvantages 
discussed 

Wa he Rebel:ion t Off ~lal Records of t he Union and Co n ­
edera'" e mieS Se .. !es";\ Vo· L) Part II, Correspondence, etc.~ »G 

Operat ons on ·- he Pacific Coastt July 1 ~ 1862-June 31, 1865 
(Serial NOe 06). Washing onz Governmen Press~ 1897 0 

T~ese e~o ~s ploed ~o be a good source of informa i on; how~ 
ever? they are r ~ 'u ogl al order and be able of content s 
lea es mu~h :0 be de~ red~ Mu~h. me was asted by the writer 
pl ug~ ng hrcugh mean!nglesE rna e_ a ~n order 0 obtain t h e needed 
da s ., 

Artiules 

vranspo~~a on I 
Edga'"':'~l 

in Cal1fo!'n 
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nlscences 0 Los Angeles in ~he Fifties 
Publications Hlstor cal Society of 
III 189J-96n 

ed an interesting lfe and lived during 
he material~ however , did 

Ibes the preparation 
ou ney and the a ~ua rip 

rom Salt Lake to Lo s Angeles~ 
Annual Pub11cat'ons Historical So­
Vo~o 14~ 1928-30. 
mmigrant ravels along ~ he trai ~ 
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Hec-kman$) .Richard Owen" "An OVerla nd Jour ney t o California 1n 
8520 o. The California Historical Quart erly IJ 1929 .. 

The stereotype "Overland Journey" t ype article that adds little 
to the general. knowledge of the r eader o 

Hill~ Joseph J o "The Old Spanish Tr a11 g " Hi spanio AmerlcaQ 
Historical Review" Vol 0 IV~ August 3~ 19210. 

The au~hor does a very fine piece of work 1n h i s a::-ti cle in. 
pointing out the misnomer attached t o the so-called Spanish Tr ail " 
For further information the writer sugge s t s that the reader refer 
to the artioleo 

Johnston;) Philip" feGi bra.1tar of t he Ol d Frontler~" Westways .. 
California! Automobile Olub of Callforni a~ MaY9 19340 

JQhnstonfJa article relatlng to Camp Cady was ver y useful in 
its coverage of material pertaining t o t he fort Ws earl y abandon­
ment and its subsequent reestablishment o 

Kl1ne~ Allen Marshallo ~ The Attitude of Co ngr ess t oward the 
Pacif1c Ral1way~ 1856~62~" Annual Report of t he Ameri can Historical 
Assooiation for the Year 19100 

K1.1r,e~ s arti~le gives the r eader a valuabl e i ns i ght into the 
fe~11ngs of the m.en in Congress conc erning t he bui l ding of the 
Pacific Railway in the 1850~s and 60 's o 

Moore £) Helen Lo "Callfornia i n Communication with the rest of 
.he cont1nent 9 with referenoe chiefly t o t he period before the 
railroads 11 II Annual .Publ.ications Historica l Society of Southern Cali ~ 
forniao Vol o XlIII) Part I" 19240 

L!.ke Cleland)) Miss Moore refers to California pr i or to the 
building of raU.roadso She g however $) t akes in t he use of ships and 
other means of "::-anspor~at1on. and communi cation as well o A schol­
arly job and 'Ver'y interestingo 

Van Dykep Waltero ~Overland to Los Angeles by t he Sal t Lake 
Rou1e in 1849~ft Annua: Publications Hi stor1cal Soci et y of Souther n 
Callforn1a~ Vol 0 III~ 18940 

Mro Van D""ke knows of what he wr1 tea since he was on the t r ip"
His ba,.'kgrourd is weI! ahove average and hi s a bil1ty t o t r ac e and 
follow trails r-'31ond repl.oac.ho 

Wc.rks o Lewis Ro uFremon+-°s Californi a$) traci ng the route of 
he pa+hfinder through ~he Golden s tate on hi s second expl or ing 
expedl~ :!.oOD in tJ~.e Far West 9 1843~1844 \l " Touring Top1 c s ~ Vel " 2 2 9 
Sep~ember9 1930~ 

This art1~le traces the rravels of Fremont i n close det a i l 
and was usef~ to the writer in t he secti on rela tin g Fr emontUs er.= 
campmen~s to the dese:-t axea" It disproves t he t heor y t hat Fremont 
;urned north at: the For'ks of the Road ~ a c om.mon fal1aoy ~ and shows 

him following the Mojave River bed to it s s inko 

Newspaper Articles 

Beldon~ Lo Burro "Camp Cady 9 Army Post on Moj ave ~ Guards 
Southland,M San Ber~ardlno Sun=Tele~ramo December 23IJ 19510 
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________
San 

RIndian Attaoks Bes et Mailmen g Moj ave Stages ~ " 
January 20 9 19520 
ry 8 , 19390 Part Vo 
1867 ~1869 .. 

~-----o 

Letters 

Barretr. 9 ~leno Librarlan9 Los Angeles City Library ~ Lett e~9 
February 19 ~ 1950 0 

M1ss Barrett contributed a partially c ompl et ed chronology on 
Camp Cady which has proved Very helpful o 

Lund~ Ao We Assistant Church Hi s torian 9 Salt Lake City~ Utah ~ 
November 2, i951 0 

This letter was primarily conoerned with informat i on about 
Captajn Jefferson Hunt and the opening of t he Mormon Roado 

Woodward" A:thuro Chief Cura'tor of Hi storY9 Los Angel es County 
Museum!) February 19 .19529 and March 10\) 19 520 

MrD Woodward's letter of February 1~ 1952 g a i d ed the writ er 
great~y 1n obtaining lr1ormation on :he Old Camp o His l ett er of 
Maroh :Oil :1952.9 helped to straighten out the compiler on several of 
his pages 1n +h1s thesiso It also gave t he writ er a great deal of 
encouragement ,,) which he needed at t hat time . 

Vs:n Dyke D Dixo Long=tlme res ident of Daggett and former J us t ioe 
of the Peaceo Letter 9 Deoember 199 19510 

Mro Van Dyke gave me all his information pertaining t o Ci rcular 
4 9 another letter w~1tten by Dro liomatka during hi s stay a t Camp 
Cady£) and a badly needed source of informat i ono He al so gave the 
writer a large map and several pictures o 

Unpublished Materials 

"An Historlcal Study of the SocIal and 
San Bernardino Vall ey and Vic ini t y dur­
Unpublished Master's thesi s 9 Uni v er s ity 

of Bedlands 9 19360 
A good study o Mu~h of this thesis pertains to t he mat eri al a t 

handD 
"Mo" ave Saga)) lit Sar. Bernardino County Guide o Wri t er '0 0 

Project 12090 0 May 7~) i 942" 
lmpo~'tant unpub:ls hed work o It deals with t he early his ­

torical aspe~ts of the Malave region and its firs t white t r avel ers " 

other Probable Sources 

Huntington Li brary" San Marino. CalIforni a 

State Archlves o Sacramento 9 Californ ia 
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Second Di s t ri ct Ruben S. Ayala Third District 

Fourth District 
~Jancy E. Smi th Ross Dana 
Fifth Dlstrict First District 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY MUSEUM COMMISSIONERS 

Ralph t1iller, Chainnan Dr. Paul Allen 
Robert Wall ;ne Wil son C. Hanna Dr. Haro 1 d Hill 
Dr. Walter Schuiling Levi Dickey Floyd Yoder 
Dr. Donald Rose Rev. Alvah Fessenden 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY ~ USEUM ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dr. Gerald Scherba, Chairman Roland Wissler, Photographer 
Bernard r'~uffley, Vice Chairman Arda Haenszel, Landmarks 
Dr. Walter Schuiling, Secretary Bernard Rest, Historical Soc. 
Lois Headley, Treasurer L. Burr Belden, Historian 
Ritner Sayles, Fellow in' Archaeology Ruth Simpson, Archaeologist 
Eugene Cardiff, Ornithologist Johnnie Short, Mineralogy 
Joanne Dean, Curator of History Melissa Moore, Ethnology 
Robert Anderson, Duplicating Technician Josiphine Vaughn, Ornithology 
Emily Knlght,Publicity Committee Gordon Clopine, Geology 
Elizabeth Richards, Publicity Art Robbins, Archaeology 
Dr. Gerald A. Smith, Director, Betty H. Greska 

San Bernardino County Museum 
Representatives: 	 Clifford Walker, Mojave River Valley Chapter 

Maggie McShan, Needles Chapter 
Frances Hanken, Lucerne Valley Chapter 
Alvah Fessenden, Mountain Chapter 
Carl Herman, Cactus &Succulent Society 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY MUSEUM STAFF 

Dr . Gerald A. Smith, Director Eugene Cardiff, Curator of 
Ruth Simpson, Curator of Archaeology Birds & r~amma1 s 
Robert Reynolds, Acting Curator of Earth Science Robert Leatherman, F P S A 
Mary Palhegyi, Secretary Nature Photographer 
Bert Crandell, Maintenance Winifred Stewart, Preparator 
Jemima Watson, Docent, S.B. Asistencia Alice De Ment, Librarian 
Ralph &Peg Cumming, Docents, Janet Owen, Asst. Librarian 

Sepulveda Adobe John Olmsted, Advisor in 
FrBnces M. Rose, Sr. Docent Nature Study 
Henry Smith, Docent Jennifer Flesher, Earth Science Asst. 
Betty Nelson, Docent Helen Lueking, Publicity Book 
Richard Headley, Docent Chairman 


