
March, 1954 
Vol. XXXVI - No.1 9fu:. 

Fifty Cents . 

() {iji\ril~ri18rcrr 
Old Los Angeles Print­



History of Camp Cady 
,PlllrJ,rt.7'n WaitmanBy 

Early History of a Desert Water Hole 



THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

As a camping site it owes its existence to the fact that it 
lies in that part of the Mojave river-bed where the water seeps 
up through the low sandy terrain. 

Long before the coming of the white man, this camp site 
with its water-hole was used by roving desert Indians. Here they 
rested, feasted, and often remained for several days before moving 
on. The Indians frequenting the site were commonly Piutes from 
Arizona and Mojaves from the Colorado region. Petroglyphs and 
pictographs throughout the desert area are mute testimony to the 
long occupation of this area by Indians. Afton Canyon, a few miles 
east of Yermo, contains a wealth of these interesting pictures. 

The first white man known to have entered this region was 
the Franciscan Fray Francisco Garces, who came to America from 
Spain in 1768 and spent the rest of his life in the attempt to con­
vert to Christianity the Indians of the southwest. 

After having spent some time among the Indians on the lower 
Colorado and Gila Rivers, Garces journeyed northward from Yuma 
t.o visit the "Yamajabs," known as the Mohave Indians.1 

On March 1, 1776, accompanied by several Mohaves and one 
of his interpreters, Garces set out from the Mohave villages westward 
across the desert to go to the San Gabriel Mission, near the present 
city of Los Angeles. By following the landmarks mentioned in his 
diary, it seems probably that he went by way of Piute Spring. . .. 
He continued westward, probably across the south end of Soda Lake, 
until he reached "an arroyo of saltish water" which he called "Arroyo 
de los Martires." This was the lower end of the Mohave River, which 
was then seen for the first time by a white man. He continued up the 
river nearly to its head and crossed the San Bernardino mountains 
on March 22.2 

Although approximately forty-three years elapsed between 
the visit of Garces and the next recorded use of the site by a white 
man, it appears likely that in the interim ma:qy a traveler camped 
near this water-hole, which may be conveniently called the Yermo 
water-hole. 

About 1800 the Indians of the desert area, for some unknown 
reason, became very hostile toward the Mexicans in the Mojave 
territory. In 1819 the Mexican governor in California dispatched 
an expedition under the leadership of Gabriel Moraga, one of 
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The History of Camp Cady 

the many famous, early California explorers, to quell the upris­
ings.3 

While in the process of quelling the Mojave Indian revolt, 
Moraga used as his base of operations the waterhole and camp 
gTounds in question. During his stay at the springs his chaplain, 
Father Nuez, named it San Joaquin y Sta. Ana de Angayaba.4 

In 1826 the first known American to cross the Mojave Desert, 
using substantially the same routes as those taken previously by 
Father Garces, was ledediah S. Smith. 

Smith, with a party of 15 men, left Great Salt Lake on August 
22, 1826, to explore the country southwest of the place, probably to 
determine the feasibility of extending the fur trade of his company into 
that region. He traveled almost due south but a little to the west, until 
he reached Virgin River, which he followed to the Colorado River. 
He proceeded down the Colorado to the villages of the Mohave Indian.~, 
who, he states, called themselves "Ammuchabas." After obtaining sup­
plies and the services of Indian guides he traveled for 15 days across 
the desert to the coast. He probably followed the same route that 
Garces had taken to the San Gabriel Mission.s 

ledediah Smith was soon followed by another American group 
of trappers. 

In 1829 another party of trappers, headed by Capt. Erving Young 
and including Kit Carson, who later crossed the desert with Fremont, 
traveled from Santa Fe, N. Mex., to the Colorado River near the Mohave 
villages and thence to San Gabriel Mission, probably by way of the 
Mohave River.6 

From 1829 to 1844, at which time the well-known Captain 
Fremont crossed the desert, there were probably many explorers 
and trappers traveling this route.7 Fremont speaks of an annual 
caravan to Santa Fe passing this way. 

Fremont's party had spent a year in exploration in Oregon and 
northern California and on their homeward journey had traveled 
from the vicinity of the present city of Sacramento southward in San 
Joaquin Valley. On April 14, 1844, the party crossed the mountains 
into the desert, probably at Tehachapi Pass or through Cottonwood 
Canyon. They moved southward along the foot of the San Gabriel 
Mountains until they struck a road a few miles north of Cajon Pass, 
which was known as the Spanish Trail.s 
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The History of Camp Cady 

In . the early sixties a number of stock ranchers settled along the 
Mohave River. In 1861 Ii ferry was established across the Colorado 
River at Fort Mohave, Ariz. (now Mohave City, about 15 miles north 
of Needles), which had been established between southern California 
and Arizona, which carried much freight to mines in Arizona. There 
was doubtless some mining in the Mohave Desert in the early sixties, 
but there is practically no record of itY 

All of these activities stirred the Indians to action. During 
the late fifties and sixties, the Indians of the desert became more 
aggressive and many renegade groups began attacking the over­
land caravans carrying freight and settlers into Southern Califor­
nia. Although this did not stop surveying expeditions or com­
merce between California, Utah, and Arizona, it did cause great 
concern. To satisfy the inhabitants of California, the United States 
Government ordered the establishment of a fort or redoubt at the 
camp site near Yermo, as well as at other camping sites along the 
main trails crossing the desert. 

The Establishment of Old Camp Cady 

G THE LATE 1850's AND THE EARLY 1860's the Indians 
of the Mojave region not only attacked immigrants and 
their wagons, but disrupted the mail route, which was vit:ll 

to soldier and civilian alike in Southern California and Northern 
Arizona. These depredations in the desert area brought forth cries 
for troops, redoubts, and forts to protect the overland travellers. 
Those objecting to such outrages were principally merchants and 
traders in Los Angeles who had built up a lucrative trade with 
the people of Southern Utah and Arizona. To keep the road clear 
of marauding Indians was of utmost importance. 

In answer to the insistent demands of these business groups, 
General Clarke, Commander of the Pacific Military Division, 
ordered a series of redoubts and forts built in the desert. 

To implement these orders, Major Carleton with eighty men 
from 'Company K of the First Dragoons was , dispatched from 
Fort Tejon in the spring of 1860 to establish a fort near "Forks 
of the Road." In honor of Colonel Albermarle Cady, who com­
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Dear Mr. M. Morr.ison 

Your and many 
 other 
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Angeles. asking for on the Colorado 
River at or near Fort Your Excellency 
that I feel a interest in the pr()sPlerit pioneers who 
have done so much to and that 
it will always afford me the protection 
in my power. But at this moment I have no disposable for 
the establishment of various columns I now 
have the field, and the wars have 
left me with few troops to meet any sudden emergency, and 
considerations demand that I 
he removed far from the coast. 

With great your most obedient servant, 
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Native California cavalry patrolled the desert route from Lane's Cross­
ing on the Mojave River (now Oro Grande) to Soda Lake. When Captain 
Frederick Munday arrived with his company K, fourth infantry, there 
was a total of one hundred twenty men at this desert post. 

William S. Kidder, the <'fighting parson" from Company I, seventh 
infantry, describes the Camp as he saw it en route to Fort Whipple in 
June, 1865. "The quarters are made entirely of brush and are intended 
for shelter from the sun only."30 

A few months later the Camp Cady site was visited and de­
scribed by another traveller-Elliot Coues. 

November 4, 1865, brought us to Camp Cady, 16 miles from our 
camp and Caves Canyon (Afton). Half a day's pull through gravelly, 
sandy washes brought us to this God·forsaken Botany Bay of a place, 
the meanest I ever saw yet for a military station, where 4 officers and 
a handful of men manage to exist in some unexplained way in mud 
and brush hovels. The officers were Capt. West, Lieut. Foster and 
Davidson, and Dr. Lauber--glad enough to see us-or anybody elseP 

Despite the lack of proper installations and man power, Camp 
Cady nevertheless played a very vital role in protecting travellers 
during this time. 

During the year 1865, the troops occupying Camp Cady 
found themselves in a precarious situation. Not only were the 
Indians of the desert showing more courage, but evidences of pos­
sible Confederate activities were observed throughout the Mojave 
region as well as in San Bernardino itself. The situation was 
becoming serious. 

"HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
Drum Barracks, CaL, March 2, 1865. 

Col. R. C. Drum, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Dept. of the Pacific, . 

San Francisco, Cal.: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 17th of Febmary I proceeded 
to Fort Mojave, Ariz. Ter., with the double purpose of inspecting that 
post and of obtaining information for the benefit of the major-general 
commanding the causes and extent of Indian troubles of which the 
settlers along the Mojave River complain. The report of the inspection 
at Fort Mojave is transmitted by this opportunity to your headquarters. 
Upon the route I ascertained from conversation with settlers and trav­
elers that Indians, in bands of a dozen to thirty, on foot and armed 
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"HEADQUARTERS 
Drum 16, 1865. 

R. C. 

we 
reasons: 

road and within a miles of the county seat, 
of which has heretofore been communicated to the commanU1U~ 
it is probable that the death of President will hasten the 
of secessionists 
for months to oppose 
The Union people of 

California 
at Camp Cady for 

a force of 120 men, under 
California to silence 

numbers 
from your 

, Fourth 
take post 

I have sent out from here day's 

to service required of the bands of hostile Indians 
through the Bernardino, upon the 

subsistence for it. 

your obedient servant, 
James F. Curtis, 


....UIUU\;;l Fourth Infantry Command in.!!' District."33 
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tension created War and the ever-

Cady. The ......UUUIUI>I>J.uu<:a 

stores were burned and 

http:Volunteers.34


of Camp 

.LUI",-",,,,,U" in at 

business in section State. 
the troops were removed the Indians to show 

and three men were killed them on the Mojave 
immense travel on road from this to Salt 

other territories makes it of that 
pr()te(~te(:I. More than 2000 wagons have 

and 

loaded with every conceivable 
HVlLUIlF; of of 

from this section of the State 
. . . If General McDowell 

the trade of this section of the State 
of 

vehement were the Cady 
Nor that action come too soon. Events were mov­

toward a crisis which fell with astonn£1llne: 
a severe reverse at the 

On the 29th of July, a of Indians near the fort 
and a hostile demonstration. Lieutenant Hartman with 

hastened out to them. enemy made a sortie 



THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

fell into 
an ambush. Five of them were killed and several WUUllUcu. 

Intense excitement followed in San Bernardino. A posse citizens 
haste to the aid of the but the Indians had dis-
leaving the military in Dossession of the field;'!; 
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followed the 15 miles, when discovered the trail of 

these too strong for them the little 

On the 24,th ult., the express­
their 
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\ ......uan Fight). . . . The expressman with one soldier 
fight between and Pah Ute 

from Camp on the 28th ult. 
it was same expressman and 

at Marlon the 

Springs; out to grass 
midnight, were aroused the of frightened 
the party reached Cady without further trouble.) 41 
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The Building of New Camp Cady 


to be rebuilt and a location 
a spot was selected about half a mile 

to the west of the place as a 
redoubt was some fourteen years ago, as a 

settled southern counties of 

and since as a ",...,h""h..,,,,, 

to to Salt Lake 
a few miles west of this. 
It in lat. 34°38' north 116°40' west on the 

to about 
from 

of the 
is at . which runs the 

Mojave to a small range of low black basaltic 
at the foot western side of which is of the sand 

valley in common with most of 
and coast range mountains 

_ of about 3000 feet 
sea, and is about 60 miles by 20 wide. 

This almost a barren waste, 
over are to near the post in 

66 



of 

some the surface is cOlnp'ose'd 
to water, lakes are thus formed a short time 

over a few behind a hard bed over which the 
hoof of an animal or even the tire of loaded wagons leaves but a 

the low alluvial soil of 

detrimental to ve,;;etiatil(Jn. 
such forms and appear­

<O" ...UION an effort 

ImpUl,SHHe to see for more 
are formed after the manner of water 

of fine and dust 

consists of narrow 
where some grass and 

similar trees grow, the 
mixed with which are varieties of wild vines and current bushes; while 
on the than the wild sage brush is to be 
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fifteen miles there is a group of mineral 
which at one time were 

'Ull~nl)",,"1 medicinal virtues. This 

so or 
wet season, 

here as there. 
sometimes fall in summer, 

often with thunder and The amount of rain is 
small more abundant some years than others. 

There seem to be no diseases incidental to the 
which may be very healthy, 
of the organs may at 
heat and the want of proper diet. 

December 1868.46 

F. A. Romatka 
A.A. U.s.A. 
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distance from the camp, where drainage was ample and the run­
off went in the opposite direction from the campY 

The corrals were close to the river. Here the post kept the 
teams, cattle, sheep, and hay. The sheep and cattle were usually 
placed in the corrals as the available source. of fresh meat for the 
soldiers; however, no milch cows were kept by the garrison. 

The blacksmith shop, for the most part, was under a shed­
like affair, partially walled and open to the weather. A small forge, 
located approximately in the center of, the smith shop, was worked 
by hand. Wagons were kept close by for convenience. 

Trees spotted the general area of the camp site, except for 
the parade grounds. One tree, a large cottonwood, was located 
close to the guardhouse and was nicknamed "Hangman's tree." 
However, army records make no mention of its having been used 
while the camp was in operation. 

During the latter part of 1867 and the early part of 1868, 
freighting was exceptionally heavy in fthe Mojave region, and 
the troops at the new camp were kept busy with escort and patrol 
duties. With all this activity, it was somewhat of a blow to the 
people of San Bernardino and vicinity to learn that the garrison 
at Cady had been ordered reduced. As the editorial in the San 
Bernardino Guardian so adeptly remarked after having been in­
formed of another Indian attack and other impending threats: 

A train of wagons conveying supplies to Camp Cady was inter­
cepted by Indians on the Mojave River. The train was, however, at 
length suffered to continue its course, the marauders having taken 
alarm at the movements of the teamsters, and abapdoned their inten­
tion of plundering the wagons .... On arrival of the train at Camp 
Cady a detachment of troops was sent in pursuit of the Indians, with 
what results we have not been able to learn. We are advised that the 
garrison at Cady is about to be reduced to the small number of 20 
men and the troops taken away and stationed at Fort Mojave. We 
trust that the military authorities may exert great circumspection in 
reducing our garrison in infected districts, as they are too small aI­
ready.52 

As if cognizant of the plan to abandon Camp Cady, the 
Indians of the desert region began a series of raids in which they 
killed, burned, and plundered throughout the unprotected sec­
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The 
then ran for life gOlllg towards a 
it, however, he was fired on by some 

him in the He succeeded, 
a couple of gathered up some 

fortified himself, still his carbine 
Now and then the would give a war 
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Army Life at Camp Cady 
RMY LIFE AT CAMP CADY was similar to that of desert out­

posts of that era, the duties ranging from dull, boresome 
routine to exciting patrol and escort activities. When in 

camp and not on assignment, the average enlisted man found life 
rather monotonous. Duties were assigned most men while in camp, 
but often the tasks proved to be menial chores, such as cleaning the 
corrals or currying the horses. 

Reveille at the fort was usually sounded at five in the morning 
-or what was termed sunrise-at which time the men arose and 
readied themselves for breakfast, which was served at 5:30. Drill 
call was set for six o'clock, and all except those who were sick 
were required to learn the use of firearms and the regular manual 
of arms. This included the camp musicians also, a practice which 
evidently was not usual at most camps.. 

Men who were sick or hurt were reported for sick call at 6:30. 
After the building of the new camp, it was still necessary to send 
these men to the old site for treatment at the dispensary. 

In the meantime, those who were not sick reported for fatigue 
call at seven o'clock. This consisted of policing the area and cleaning 
the barracks for some, while for others it meant cutting and hauling 
wood for the camp, or feeding the horses and mules. In addition to 
these tasks, some enlisted men were usually assigned to guard duty, 
mess duty in the kitchen, and various other odd chores around the 
camp. During the summer the desert heat was all but unbearable 
and the men were usually recalled from fatigue duty at 10:30 
and allowed free time until twelve noon, when dinner was served. 

After the noon meal, the men were again on their own free 
time until two o'clock, when fatigue duties were resumed until 
6:30, at which time recall was blown. Retreat was sounded at sun­
set and varied from day to day. Tattoo came nine o'clock, followed 
by taps at 9:30. 

As no entertainment of any type was permitted after nine 
o'clock, guards were assigned to see that all lights were out by that 
time. The corporal or non-commissioned officer in charge of the 
guard had to make the rounds of Camp Cady twice· between nine 
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